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SERVICES AT ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

ALL SERVICES ARE SUSPENDED DURING 

THE PRESENT CRISIS  

SUNDAYS 

8am Holy Communion (said) 

10am Parish Communion (with hymns) 

10am Family Service (Second Sunday) 

12 noon and 1 pm Holy Baptism (First Sunday) 

4pm Messy Church (alternative worship for families) (Third Sunday) 

WEDNESDAYS 

10am Holy Communion 

7.30pm Be Still (4th or last Wednesday of the month) 

For Baptism & Marriage arrangements please call at the Parish Office: 

Tuesdays 10am to 12noon or Friday eve by prior appointment.  See the 

directory on the inside front page for more details. 

SMILE LINES 

A priest buys a lawn mower at a boot sale. Back home, he pulls on the starter 
rope a few times with no results. He storms back to the boot sale and tells the 
previous owner, “I can’t get the mower to start!” “That’s because you have 
to curse to get it started,” says the man. “I’m a man of the cloth. I don’t even 
remember how to curse.” “You keep pulling on that rope, and it’ll come 
back to you.” 

Teacher: Why are you doing your multiplication on the floor?  

Student: You told me not to use tables.  

After a talking sheepdog gets all the sheep in the pen, he reports back to the 
farmer: “All 40 accounted for.” “But I only have 36 sheep,” says the farmer. 
“I know,” says the sheepdog. “But I rounded them up.” 

Q: Did you hear about the mathematician who’s afraid of negative 
numbers? A: He will stop at nothing to avoid them.  

Q: Why should the number 288 never be mentioned? A: It's two gross.  
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VICAR’S LETTER 
Dear All, 

 

P 
erhaps the next time we publish an edition of this 
magazine, we will no longer have the huge red 
notices like the one on the page opposite: ALL 
SERVICES ARE SUSPENDED DURING THE PRESENT 

CRISIS!  We hope we will be tentatively and carefully finding our 
way back to worshiping together in church.   

However, careful is the word - coronavirus has not gone away and 
there is no less need to protect the more vulnerable among us and 
protect our NHS.  Church services will look very different, and may 
not go back to how they were before the pandemic for many months.  
Familiar faces will be absent as some people decide it is safer for them 
or their loved ones if they worship at home at present. (At this point, I 
cannot emphasize enough that if you have any concerns about 
gathering to worship in the church building, you must not feel under 
any pressure to return.)  

To misquote Churchill, the reopening of our church building for 
worship will not be the beginning of the end of this crisis, but perhaps 
the end of the beginning.  For a long time into the future, being Church 
- both in worship and in serving our community - is going to require 
imagination and love and a willingness to make the best of difficult 
circumstances. I have seen all these things in evidence in the 
congregation of St Paul’s, so I am not asking you for anything new.  I 
am simply encouraging you to continue being your loving Christian 
selves, as we  work out how we can continue to love God, love one 
another and love our community in a time of coronavirus. 

But those who  follow Jesus know about love. And on the days when 
we find love hard, the God of love is there to help us, strengthen us, 
comfort us and guide us.  If we trust in God, God will show us how we 
can be God’s church in these peculiar days. 

Finally, thank you for all the loving encouragement you have given Jo 
and I over the past few months.  It is strange being a priest when we 
cannot meet with our congregations in church, but we have both been 
blessed by your prayers and kindness.  

Kate 
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GRAVE REFLECTIONS  

G 
raveyards fascinate me.  I really enjoy a mooch around, looking at 
the inscriptions, admiring both the writing (calligraphy used and 
the way it’s carved), the stories they tell, the symbols and carvings 
and the degree of weathering, surprisingly unrelated to their age.  

I don’t usually know about the people in the graves; I moved away from 
home after university, the church of my childhood had no significant grave 
space and all my immediate ancestors local to that area were cremated and 
their ashes scattered.  I did locate my maternal   grandmother’s grave 
recently, assisted by a graveyard worker, there probably was a stone once, 
removed for safety many years ago, but it is unmarked now.  That was a 
poignant moment, but generally I have to take an outsider’s objective view 
of other people’s family graves.  

Recently, not for the first time, I had a mooch around St Paul’s graveyard 
while D was fiddling with the heating – this time I took photos!  

St Paul’s has at least two gravestones incorporating 
passion flowers – I can’t recall ever having seen this 
before.  There is Celtic cross on the North side of the 
church with quite weathered passion flowers all down 
the front face (see picture one).  These crosses 
reference the huge crosses found in Scotland – we saw 
some of those on Iona two years ago.  We learned that 
the short horizontal arms had wooden extensions to 
bring them to more ‘normal’ cross proportions, as a 
wholly stone structure wouldn’t be stable.  Those early 
crosses would have religious symbols, some depicting 
Bible stories, on the front and folklore and local stories 
on the other faces and would be the meeting place for 
religious gatherings long before church buildings 
existed.  I think they took off the wooden extension 
between festivals, because of storms and weather damage, and eventually 
left them off all together.  

Picture two, also a Celtic cross (I have a weakness for them)  
is my favourite Stockingford gravestone – on the West wall 
– it has passion flowers in high relief and a dove in the 
middle, apparently  in the act of diving headfirst down into 
the grave.  Involved in Easter egg hiding before the Easter 
Sunday hunt a few years ago, I balanced one in the circle 
surrounding the centre of the cross.  I’ve always assumed 
that circle is on the originals to give strength to support the 
short horizontal arms, and then became traditional; but feel 

free to correct me if you know of an overriding religious significance.  

Picture 1 

Picture 2 
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Several months later I found the egg was still there, no child having ventured 
far enough and looked up to locate it! 

I assume the passion flower symbolism goes back to the use of the flower 
parts to illustrate Bible stories, by R C missionaries who discovered the plant 
in 16th century Latin America.  I’ve heard various versions and I can’t 
remember the details, but Google will know ….  There is a website which is 
all about the symbols on gravestones, it has a lot, but I can’t usually find the 
ones I want to identify.   

A third  flower gravestone (Picture three) is a traditional  cross with  an 
elegant spray of what I think are lilies, draped  from the left side across the 

centre and down the leg.  It is also on the North side of the 
church.  

Then we have our war grave, also on the North side (Picture 
four) – this is to a standard format, the stone being provided and 
the grave maintained by the War Graves Commission.  The 
relatives of the deceased were allowed to choose between 
several forms of words to ‘personalise’ the 
memorial while not detracting from the 
uniformity required for all the War 
Commission’s graves.  St Paul’s keeps a poppy 
wreath is on the grave, and a poppy bird feeder, 
donated during the 2018 WW1 Centenary 

Commemorations also marks it out.   

Picture 5 shows a short memorial stone on the South side of 
the church.  It has a lovely carved design.  I’m not sure what the gridiron or 
similar on the front represents.  On the front face of the cube at the base it 

commemorates  Mary Ann Heard, who  died aged 4 yrs  
and on another face of the cube is added ‘also Walter 
Heard died …  aged 10 months’.  This sad little story 
reminded me of a gravestone in a church I visited in 
Yorkshire over 15 yrs ago.  It had the names of 4 
children, all under 10 who died within  a few months of 
each other, their mother who survived only 2 years and a 
sad little note of two others, remembered there but buried 
in Scarborough  – perhaps sent their for health reasons, as 
was often the case, particularly with consumption (TB).  

Nearby, picture six, is of a memorial to Elizabeth, teenaged daughter of a 
lady whose first Christian name I can’t make out due to weathering, but 
Mum’s middle name was Sarah, and the surname Dormer and Elizabeth died 
in 1839 or 1859 (like her age, it’s so weathered that one can’t tell a 3 from a 
5 and so I don’t know if she was 13 or 15 either).  This marker has a lovely 

(Continued on page 6) 

Picture 3 

Picture 4 

Picture 5 
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shape and design and the design is repeated on the back, and 
a second, smaller marker stands immediately behind it 
(Picture 6b), of the same shape (that’s possibly a 
coincidence, because similar small markers, 
same shape and engraved with similar 
information, are at the back and sides of other 
gravestones in the churchyard) – this one says 
TJD 1868.  Again I’m not sure what these 
markers signify and would be delighted to 
know, perhaps they mark buried or scattered 
ashes, or children’s graves.    

My final picture (7) is the magnificent granite 
scroll on the East side of the church, quite near the road.  I 
include it because, despite from the date, being well over 100 years old, it 
looks as if it could have been put there yesterday and will probably continue 

to do so.  Other stones of similar vintage 
have lichen growth and weathering making 
them almost illegible.  Distinction between 
the characters three and five is often the first 
to go!  I remember a memorial in a Yorkshire 
graveyard, commemorating many tragic 
deaths when a railway tunnel collapsed while 
being dug in Victorian times – it was a 
replica of the tunnel entrance and very badly 
weathered.  Information nearby said it had 
already been replaced once.  So sad that a 
memorial to men killed by the rock they 
worked with wasn’t more durable.  

I rather like the gradual weathering of stone, 
but it does make reading the inscriptions 
difficult for Family History researchers, who 
have to return when a church is open to 

consult the grave records.  Luckily volunteers have put a lot of this 
information online.  

Marion G 

(GRAVE REFLECTIONS ~ Continued from page 4) 

Picture 6 
Picture 6b 

Picture 7 
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KATHLEEN LUCY ANNE NORTON  
(nee Sidwell) born 13 November 1925 

Some things that have happened locally during Kathleen Lucy Anne’s years 

in Nuneaton.  Lots of interesting facts have been submitted from 1925 – 

2005.  These will be published in the magazine in ‘bite size’ chunks.   

1938:  

A small orchestra started playing in the restaurant of J C Smiths 
Departmental Store on Bridge Street (now Debenhams). 

The original Co-op store in Queens Road demolished. 

Higham Lane School started to be built. 

1939: 

The Co-op Hall opened for dances and band entertainments. 

Sterling Metals aluminium foundry was moved from Coventry to Marston 
Lane. 

2 September – the day before the outbreak of WWII – armed troops took up 
station in the recreation ground in Pool Bank Street.  Four guards were put 
on each entrance. 

1940: 

The 1st Polish Squadron came to be stationed at RAF Bramcote. 

20th August – King George VI and Queen Elizabeth paid a secret visit to 
RAF Bramcote to inspect a squadron of Polish aviators. 

28th August –First air raid on Nuneaton.  The Luftwaffe bombed 
Weddington – 1 dead. 

14 November – The great blitz on Coventry. 

1941: 

The 1st Battalion Cambridge Regiment was stationed at Arbury Hall. 

16th and 15th May – the great blitz on Nuneaton.  Extensive damage was 
done to the town centre. St Nicholas Parish Church badly damaged and 
gravestones flattened.  All Saints Parish Church, Chilvers Coton, burnt out 
by incendiary bombs. Church Street, Attleborough Road, Glebe Road, 
Vicarage Street, Queens Road were badly damaged by both incendiaries and 
blast bombs as well as extensive damage to historic buildings. 

1942: 

King George VI and Queen Elizabeth visited Nuneaton. 

28th July –last recorded bomb fell on Nuneaton, on the Pingle fields. 
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The Joys of Science 

by G. K. Chesterton 

 
I took her and I flattened her 

Respectfully, I hope 

I pasted her upon a slip 

Under the microscope 

With six-power-lens — I saw her 

Ah, I shall ne'er forget 

While hearts can beat and flowers can blow 

That hour when first we met. 

Ah, with what prayer and fasting 

Shall mortal man deserve 

To see that glimpse of heaven 

Her motor vagus nerve 

Gaze not, ye too inflammable 

Beneath that harmless hair 

The convolutions of her brain 

Are perilously fair. 

I breathed into that microscope 

A vow of melting tone 

I swore by men and angels 

The thunder and the throne 

That ere one brave brown hair were touched 

On that triumphant head. 

My serum's red corpuscula 

Should cheerfully be shed. 

Spurn not the Men of Science 

They sob beneath your sneers 

While with their large thermometers 

They test their burning tears. 

They cleave the rock and rend the flower 

They find — is this their sin — 

Nature, the Great King's daughter 

All glorious within. 
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DWYERS REWIRES 
(Find us on Facebook) 

Robert Dwyer 

Electrician 
Call for a free quote on any electrical work you need doing including 

complete rewires! 

T: 024 7592 1969 

M: 07570 542 456 

E: dwyersrewires@outlook.com 

Established 1986 

DEVALL & SON 
NUNEATON 

Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 

 

 

 

 

 

When you’re ready call us for more information on 024 7637 5665 

1-2 Wembrook House 

The Green  

Attleborough 

NUNEATON 

CV11 4FJ 

 Memorials 

 Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 Floristry Service 

 Catering 

 Jaguar Fleet 

 Bereavement Support 
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LOCKDOWN PARODY OF ‘I am the very model of a modern Major-
General’ found on  Facebook June 2020 

I am the very model of effective social distancing! 
I listen to the experts on the topic of resistance-ing; 
I know that brunch and yoga-class aren’t nearly as imperative 
As doing what I can to change the nation’s viral narrative. 

I’m very well acquainted, too, with living solitarily 
And confident that everyone can do it temporarily: 
Go take a walk, or ride a bike, or dig into an unread book; 
Avoid the bars and restaurants and carry out, or learn to cook. 

There’s lots of stuff to watch online while keeping safe from sinus ills 
(In this case, it’s far better to enjoy your Netflix MINI Chills)! 

Adopt a pet, compose a ballad, write some earnest doggerel, 

And help demolish Trump before our next event inaugural.  

Pandemics are alarming, but they aren’t insurmountable  

If everybody pitches in to hold ourselves accountable. 

In short, please do your part to practice prudent co-existence-ing, 

And be the very model of effective social distancing!  

 

SOCIAL DISTANCING IN THE EARLY 20TH  CENTURY 

A poem by W H Auden 

Some thirty inches from my nose 
The frontier of my Person goes, 
And all the untilled air between 

Is private pagus or demesne. 
Stranger, unless with bedroom eyes 

I beckon you to fraternize, 
Beware of rudely crossing it: 
I have no gun, but I can spit. 

SMILE LINES 

The topic for my ninth-grade class was palindromes, words or sentences that 
are the same read forward and backward. I asked the question "What is the 
first thing Adam said to Eve?" 
 
I was expecting the answer "Madam, I'm Adam," but one student had a 
better reply: 
 
"Wow."  
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‘Let our family help yours’ 

Available 24 hours 

Horse Drawn Hearse 

Jaguar Fleet 

Rolls Royce Fleet 

On site Catering 

Avenue Road 

Nuneaton 

Warwickshire 

CV11 4JT 

Telephone:  024 7638 2124 

Email:  wsmithsons@btconnect.com 
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STOCKINGFORD 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Telephone: 024 7638 8508 
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THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR SMALL GROUP ON ZOOM 

When it was first mooted that we conduct our Small Group via Zoom, I was dubious. I 
couldn’t really see how all that was precious about our meetings could be replicated 
“virtually”. Now, several meetings in, I can see that I was wrong to worry. Our meetings are a 
delight – sharing news, discussing our chosen Bible passage, actually “seeing” each other! 

We extend our fellowship with a dedicated Whatsapp (chat) group, where we can support 
each other and share our highs and lows on a daily basis. Lockdown Small Group has actually 
been a blessing! 

Julia 

"It's great to see familiar faces and have a chat. It's great that there is still this sense of 
togetherness even if we are far apart."  

Emma 

It’s funny the things you take for granted which I think is something we have all discovered 
over the last few months.  I could list quite a lot but won’t as that would take up too much 
space in the magazine but one thing in particular is our interactions with other people. It’s 
most definitely something I always took for granted so when Julia started a small group 
WhatsApp chat the next logical  step was a zoom small group meeting which has for me made 
life that little bit more normal as it is so good to discuss the bible with other people and hear 
their views/interpretation of different passages and have that interaction with other people 
although I would rather we were all actually in the same room.  For once I am actually seeing 
a positive use of the internet other than work.  

Mark 

Being in a “Zoom” small group  

Whilst we haven’t been able to meet together in one room recently, what with one thing and 
another, the small group that usually meets at Julia and Andy Gazeley’s house have been 
gathering “virtually” via the Zoom conferencing app.  

This has been great, because we have been able to see one another on screen and we have 
caught up with each other’s news and checked how people have been coping with lockdown, 
or working from home, or working at work but in different circumstances.  Sometimes people 
have had news of other friends at church or of family members, which has also been good to 
share and pray about.  

The main part of our gathering has been looking at a Bible passage and sharing our 
understanding of it, which may or may not have been the same understanding we heard in the 
previous Sunday’s online sermon.  

It has been good to hear what our church friends think about a Bible passage, 
sometimes different because of the  Bible translation they are using or are familiar 
with.  Occasionally we have had follow-up information or comments on our WhatsApp group, 
which is great to know that the conversation hasn’t stopped just because we said goodbye the 
night before.  

Thanks to all those who have “come along” once a fortnight and kept the conversation and 
prayers going.  

Colin and Jane  

This is the first ‘Bible Study’ group that I have ever felt comfortable in mainly because my 
biblical knowledge is very limited and all members of the group accept this.  With my very 
poor hearing I thought that keeping it going on zoom would definitely be a big nono for me!  
But with my earbuds plugged in I can actually hear everyone even better than in the non-
virtual environment. 

Pete 
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BOOKWORM 

I 
 managed, just before lockdown, to borrow seven library books but 
once these had been read, what then! 

Then I discovered the magic Borrow Box.  This is a library service 
which allows you to borrow e-books on line.  What a revelation.  You 

can browse titles, download to read, reserve those already in use and it opens 
a whole new page in reading, if you’ll excuse the pun. 

On a friend’s recommendation, I reserved “The Salt Path” by Raynor Winn.  
This is a true story of one couple’s journey along the coast path from 
Minehead in Somerset to Poole in Dorset a route of 630 miles, and of  their 
hopes and despairs along  the way, together with many interesting anecdote 
about the areas and characters they encounter.  I enjoyed it so much, I have 
since bought a copy via Amazon of course.  I can recommend this book to 
anyone who is feeling “lockdown syndrome” as it certainly makes you count 
your blessings.  It was particularly enjoyable for me to walk again with them 
parts of the coast path walked in the past. 

I have also read “Sophia Khan is not obliged” by Ayisha Malik.  Again a 
totally different style of book, about a 30 ish, unmarried Muslim who 
chooses to wear a hijab much to her mother’s consternation.  This book 
makes you smile and laugh aloud in places.  Reviews describe Sophie as the 
Muslim Bridgette Jones.  This was a debut novel, and the author has since 
written other books.  If you fancy something light hearted this would suit. 

For those who like a local theme, The Orphan Thief by Glynis Peter, is set in 
Coventry during the Blitz, and really brings home the devastation to 
property and lives endured by the City at that time.  The story line is a bit 
Mills and Boon, but the historical angle is very interesting. 

Looking back at the 20 books I have read so far on Borrow Box, I realise 
that I cannot remember the story line on some of them, so they didn’t make 
that much of an impression, or my memory is having a senior moment 
again!  However, I can recommend (and remember) “Sal” by Mick Kitson, 
“Mercy House” by Alena Dillon, “The Holiday” by T. M. Logan and 
“Whistle in the Dark” by Emma Healey.  Whatever your taste, make the 
most of lockdown to catch up on your reading, although nothing compares 
to holding a book in your hand! 

Anne M 

I was walking in the Miner’s Park in Bedworth when I bumped into a librarian I 
know from Bedworth library and I told her how much I was missing the library 
being open and she told me about Borrow Box.  Fantastic resource and I highly 
recommend it for when you can’t access the ‘real thing’. 

Peter A 
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RD ELECTRICS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELECTRICIAN 

Free Quotes & Advice 

No Job Too Big Or Too Small 

Special Rates for OAP’s 

Emergency Call Out 

Replacement Light Fittings 

LED Security Lighting 

Consumer Units & Upgrades 

Full/Part Rewires 

Electric Showers 

Immersion Heaters 

CCTV/Alarms/Cat 5e/6e 

CALL ROB 

Telephone: 024 7664 1522 

Mobile: 07970 421 380 
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Collyhurst Residential  

Care Home 

31/33 Nuneaton Road 

Collycroft 

BEDWORTH 

CV12 8AN 

Telephone (024) 7631 9092 
www.collyhurst.info 

Email charlestaylor33@btconnect.com 
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ADVERTISING IN ST PAUL’S MAGAZINE 

(2020 RATES) 

A half page costs £50 per year and a full page £75.  We 
publish 10 issues a calendar year.  We also accept 
adverts for shorter periods pro rata.  More info from 
Parish Office on 024 7632 5359. 

READERS - If you use any of our advertisers please 
tell them where you saw their advert!  Also if you 
receive excellent service from one of our advertisers 
send us a review so that we can add an endorsement 
to the advert. 

SUBMITTING AN ARTICLE TO THE MAGAZINE 

We want St Paul’s magazine to contain as much church and community news 
as possible.  If you would like an article included in the magazine, please 

email it to magazine@stpaulsstockingford.org.uk.   

Alternatively hand written articles must be handed to a member of the 
magazine team for typing up.   

Your article can be about anything - a recent ‘different’ holiday, what 
brought you to St Paul’s in the first place or it could be about an activity you 

run at Church.  Or maybe even a joke you’d like to share!  Please include 
your name with your  contribution! 

Last date for copy for the September magazine is 26th August. 

Many thanks - St Paul’s Magazine Team (Pete Aldersley,  Kate Massey, 
Anne Murray & Keith Chambers). 

 

MAGAZINE NOTICES 

Follow us at St Paul's Church Stockingford 

Find us at stpaulsstockingford.org.uk 
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WILDLIFE WATCH - JULY 2020 

T 
he blue tits fledged in the early morning of 22 May.  Despite our efforts 

with the camera trap, we weren’t able to site it close enough to the 

nestbox for their leaving to trigger it to photographs, so still don’t know 

how many survived – at least 2, but could have been 4 or 5.  We did get 

photos of the parent birds going in and out as they flew through close enough to the 

trigger lenses on their way back and forth, but even they were too far away for a 

decent shot.  So well before next year’s nesting season we are hoping to raise the 

base of the nestbox, so that any nest will be in better focus on the internal camera 

and won’t have room for the obscuring lid the hen bird has constructed for the last 2 

years.  At the same time we’ll put up some sort of permanent support structure on 

which to mount the camera trap nearer the nestbox, when fledging time approaches, 

and hope to   get decent photos when any fledglings leave the nest.  We live and 

learn. 

Yesterday, 5 June (I’m sending this early due to time constraints around the 

publication date) the string supporting a lovely purple-leafed vine with weak stems 

broke, exposing a nest with a sitting hen blackbird 

pretending not to be there.  I’d suspected a nest having 

occasionally disturbed a bird when watering.  We quickly 

tied the vine back in front of the nest, but a little later Coco 

was chasing a bird in the flower bed at the base of the vine 

and 2 bewildered fully-feathered chicks were sitting up in 

the nest,  gapes ablaze, looking out at their strange new 

world.  The wind and Coco’s attentions having brought the 

vine down again – the string held but the slender stems 

were trodden down behind it. Coco was banished indoors 

for the rest of the day, except when on his lead – he has a 

short memory so should forget his interest overnight.  We 

tied the vine up again and while we were doing this the chicks hunkered down and 

spread their wings in an attempt to blend in with their surroundings.  For the rest of 

the day I kept as far away as possible considering that the vine is on the main route 

to the outside tap, the bins and the gate, and I was gardening.  However, this 

morning the nest was empty.  We think they fledged successfully as there was much 

twittering the nearby Pyracantha and Buddleja and we only get that from flocks 

communicating (usually sparrows) or families of birds with parents feeding new 

fledglings and encouraging early flights.   

The hard fruit crop is disappointing despite all the wonderful spring blossom raising 

(Continued on page 19) 
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my hopes for bumper crops.  We have one pear forming, so might still find out if it 
is a Conference, if the squirrels and pigeons leave it alone, and a meagre handful of 
apples on one tree and about 20 on the other.  No Victoria plums on the new dwarf 
tree or plums or damsons on the old trees.  A dozen peaches at most and no apricots. 
Plenty of soft fruit forming, though – I should get to eat some  home-grown 
strawberries for once, if I can keep the slugs off them (we don’t have many as the 
newts eat their eggs and hatchlings, so few reach a damaging size), the jostaberries 
have produced a decent crop for the first time – these are a cross between 
gooseberries and blackcurrants and taste like neither – I think it may be in a position 
normally too dry but the wet February has remedied that, or it may just take a few 
years to mature enough to fruit copiously. Raspberries – my favourites - look 
promising.  However, some colour streaking in the leaves of a couple of 
blackcurrant bushes suggest they may have acquired virus from a bad aphid attack, 
so I’ve had to sacrifice quite a lot of their foliage – the fruit on those 2 bushes being 
much less than on the unaffected ones .  I may yet have to remove them completely 
if new growth is similarly affected.  However, the sweet peas are just beginning to 
flower and that makes up for most things.  The ones described as Blue Velvet, seem 
to be purple, rather than blue, which is a bit disappointing, but only one or two buds 
are open and sometimes the colour changes a bit as the flowers mature.  I once got a 
refund for daffodils that I’d bought as pink and the buds opened yellow, the supplier 
told me to keep them and two days later they all turned pink!  

We still seem short of honey bees – 90%+ of our visiting bees are bumbles or 

solitary bees of some sort.  I think this may be the reason for the lack of hard fruit, 

but since I hand pollinate the apricots and peaches in the greenhouse, and they are 

equally disappointing, perhaps it was just too cold for the pollen to mature and set 

the fruit.  The cold weather in March and early April could also be the reason for the 

dearth of honey bees.  I didn’t see any till several weeks after the bumbles appeared 

and went to work.  I read an article yesterday describing new research that has found 

that if bees are short of food, they chew plant leaves and this makes the plant flower 

as much as a month early (in the case of black mustard and tomatoes)   There must 

be more to it than simple chewing, as the scientists tried inflicting similar damage 

with tweezers and scalpels but to no avail.  Further investigations are ongoing as to 

the cause and which plants are affected.  

I am now too feeble to take up beekeeping again – there’s a lot of heavy lifting 

involved especially if you have a good crop – s full super is incredible heavy, but if I 

could find a beekeeper wanting to site a hive, I’d be tempted to invite him into my 

garden with it!  Pollinating hives that need no attention are being advertised but 

beekeepers are not in favour of them as the colonies can spread diseases that a 

beekeeper would find and treat during the regular monitoring of his/her hives  

Marian 

(WILDLIFE WATCH ~ Continued from page 18) 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

June/ early July 

FUNERALS 

John McBride, Patricia Mary Miners, Hollie Jane Grant, Elizabeth 
Anne Norcliffe, Doris Taylor 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

YOU CAN’T KEEP LADY UKULELE 
PLAYERS LOCKED DOWN FOR LONG!! 

A 
s a member of the local U3A (University of the Third Age) 
Ukulele group I, as so many of the band, are missing our weekly 
strum, sing and meeting together socially.  We have tried Zoom 
with limited success – one lonely person leading on Zoom with 

others singing along at home is just not much fun!  However, our first Zoom 
meeting was an eye-opener – many of the guys are now sporting grey beards 
and the ladies have much longer hair styles, many resorting to Alice bands to 
keep the locks in 
check!   

With the sunny 
weather we’ve all 
been enjoying over 
the weeks and 
having a garden big 
enough to lend 
itself to social 
distancing, I 
thought why not 
get a few of the uke 
‘girls’ round for a 
catch-up, strum and 
sing?  So three 
friends and I chose 
three songs each 
we liked, including 
‘Dirty Old Town’, ‘Meet Me On the Corner’ (Lindisfarne), Singing the 
Blues to name but a few, interspersed with coffee, tea and lots of chat!  Two 
hours flew by quickly and our ‘music’ was enjoyed by my enthusiastic next-
door neighbour, so a good reason to meet up again! 

Kay Aldersley 
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PRAYER FOR A PANDEMIC  

(AUTHOR CREDIT: KRUG THE THINKER) 

May we, who are merely inconvenienced, remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we, who have no risk factors, remember those most vulnerable. 

May we, who have the luxury of working from home, remember those who must 
choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we, who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close, 
remember those who have no options. 

May we, who have to cancel our trips, remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we, who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market, 
remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we, who settle in for a quarantine at home, remember those who have no home 
at all. As fear grips our country, let’s us choose faith, hope, and love. During this 
time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us find ways to 
be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours. 

Amen 

Brian Higgins 

SMILE LINES 

We’ve begun to long for the pitter-patter of little feet, so we bought a dog. 

It’s cheaper, and you get more feet  
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS 

ALL ARE SUSPENDED DURING THE 

PRESENT CRISIS  

OASIS: Meets in term time Thursdays 10 am to 12 noon.  A Support Group for 
those struggling with problems of stress, depression and in need of listening support 
in a safe group.  Contact Gina on 7674 4860. 
 

STAY AND PLAY: Thursday mornings in Church Hall 9.05 am to 11 am – all 
welcome at this Toddler group. 
 

SPOGS YOUTH GROUP:  This group provides  a place for young people (11+) to 
meet. They meet every Sunday evening in term time; at 7.15pm.  For more 
information, contact Sarah and Steve Marsden 7634 4233 
 

RAINBOW GUIDES : (pre-Brownies) 
2nd Arbury (St. Paul’s) meet Thursdays between 6.15 pm to 7.15 pm in the Church 
Hall Contact www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. 

BROWNIES: 
1. Meet Tuesdays in the Church Hall between 6 pm and 7.15 pm.  

Contact www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. 
2. Meet Wednesdays in the Church Hall between 6pm and 7.15 pm. 

Contact www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. 

GUIDES: Meet Tuesdays in the Church Hall from 7.30 pm to 9 pm. Contact 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. 
 

LUNCH CLUB:  Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month in the Parish Centre at 
11.30 am until 2 pm. Contact Parish Office 7632 5359. 
 

MOTHER’S UNION: Meets every 2nd Thursday of each month in the Parish 
Centre at 2 pm. Contact Frances Ray on 7634 6505.  New members warmly 
welcomed. 
 

St. PAUL’s PASTORAL CARE GROUP: Meets 2nd Tuesday at 2 pm in the 
Parish Centre.  Contact Jo Male on 7632 8668. 
 

PENSIONERS’ DROP-IN:  Meet every Wednesday in the Parish Centre 2 pm - 
3.30 pm. All welcome. Drop-in for a chat and cuppa and a game of bingo!! 
 

SEWING CIRCLE:  Meets Tuesday afternoons at various homes in the Parish.  
Contact Iris Seagrave on 7632 8091. 
 

ST. PAUL’S READING GROUP: Meets monthly.  Contact Church Office. 
 

BREAKFAST JOB CLUB: Meets Monday mornings 9 am to 11 am. A “drop-in” 

for those who need help in searching for work.  Excellent advice and help on CVs,  
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Vicar 

Revd. Kate Massey (Day off Friday)  

Tel: 7637 2089 

Email: revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Curate 
Revd. Jo Joyce (Day off Friday) 
Tel: 07588 576351. 

Email: revjoannajoyce@outlook.com 

Readers 
Colin Udall, Tel: 7674 5171 

Emma Kennedy Tel: 07960 970 061  

Parish 
Administrator 

Anne Murray 

Email: stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.co.uk 

Churchwardens 
Susan West Tel: 7639 5490 

Andrew Godfrey Tel: 7634 3492 

PCC Secretary 
Joanna Boughey  

Email joanna_boughey@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Gary King Tel: 7674 8126  

Email: garygpk@googlemail.com 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Paul West Tel: 7639 5490 

Email: paul.west47@ntlworld.com 

Deanery Synod 
Reps. 

David Spiers Tel: 7635 1108 

Chris Smith Tel: 7637 3900 

Organists Geoff Cowley and Andrea Godfrey 

Music Group Andrea Godfrey Tel: 7634 3492 

Parish Office:  

Mon & Tues: 10am to 12noon Tel: 7632 5359 

Fri: (By appointment) 7pm to 8pm  

Parish Administrator: Anne Murray  

Email: stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.co.uk 

Baptism Enquiries Please contact the Parish Office (see above) 

Marriage 
Enquiries 

Please contact the Parish Office (see above) 

Parish Centre & 
Church Caretaker 

Jane Udall  

Tel: 7674 5171 

Safeguarding 
Officer 

Ann Pipe Tel: 7639 4655 

 Website 
Administrator 

Andy Gazeley 

Tel: 7638 5354 

Email publicity@stpaulsstockingford.org.uk 
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Please still do this even though SPOGS is suspended until further notice.  They will 

definitely need YOU when they start up again.  Please offer your help! 


