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Views from the Vicarage… 

I am starting this new newsletter format and this new column title with 

a genuine view from the vicarage.  From my study window, I look out 

on to our front garden.  At this time of year, it isn’t a very inspiring 

sight as leaves have been shed and shrubs are dormant during the 

brief grey winter days.  But over in the rockery are small green points 

emerging from the earth.  The first Spring bulbs are on their way! 

Having lived in this Vicarage for six years now, I know too that these 

bulbs will soon be followed by a carpet of primroses as decades of 

Mothering Sunday flowers carefully planted first by Ann Vincent and 

more recently by Liam will burst into life.  Life and colour are just on 

the horizon. 

Oh, how welcome that life and colour will be after a winter that has 

been hard in so many ways.  There has been so much real suffering 

and hardship as people have lost their lives, their loved ones, their 

health and their livelihoods.  Keyworkers of all sorts have been bat-

tered by the demands of their jobs during a time of pandemic.  But 

even for those of us who haven’t known these hardships, it has been 

a difficult year without so much of the care, community, connection 

and celebration that enliven a normal year.  A year without hugs from 

family and friends, without changes of scene, without even small 

things to which to look forward, has been pretty bleak indeed. 

In such bleak times, we need to look out for the small signs of hope 

we can see around us - the new vaccination programme being one.  

As Christians, something we can do to help is to be signs of hope for 

others.  That is partly what is behind the #CommunityInCovid events 

we have been sharing with our parish since September last year - 

lots of little chances to celebrate and connect, to be creative and 

hopeful together.  In doing so, we hope to point people beyond our-

selves to the God of love, the source of creativity and community and 

hope. 

These are difficult days, but they will not be forever.  Until they are 

over, may God sustain you and protect you and help you share hope 

with others. 

See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. 

Flowers appear on the earth;  the season of singing has come… 

Song of Songs 2:11-12a 

Blessings, 

Kate 

Upcoming Services 

At St Paul’s 

The church building may 

be closed, but we are still 

worshipping together 

online and on the phone! 

Online Services 

Sunday 10am 

Holy Communion 

Sunday 8pm 

Night Prayer 

Wednesday 10am 

Readings, Reflection 

and Prayers 

All can be found on our 

Facebook page: 

Facebook.com/

stpaulsstockingford 

Telephone Services 

Weekly Service of 

Readings and Prayer 

01827 211233 

Local rate call 

Lasts 10-15 minutes 

Can be heard at any time 

24/7 

Sunday Morning  

Service 

You can join us and listen 

into the Sunday morning 

service by telephone!  

Contact Kate on 02476 

372089 for more details! 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

Stockingford Advent Windows… 

2020 was a Christmas unlike any other.  Covid 

restrictions meant that we could not invite our 

community to celebrate with us as usual.  How-

ever, we were determined to spread Christmas 

light, creativity and joy in our parish! 

We invited (and only occasionally press-

ganged!) 24 sets of volunteers to decorate a win-

dow for each day of December leading up to 

Christmas Day.  We published a trail, so people 

from our community could walk round and see 

the windows.  We also put photos of the win-

dows on social media so people who couldn’t 

see them in real life could still join in the fun.   

Here are a selection of the 2020 Advent Win-

dows.  We hope you enjoy seeing them as much 

as we did!  



The Congregation Contributes… 
If you would like to share an article on a hobby, an experience, a book or film you have enjoyed or 

just some musings on the state of the universe, please send it to Rev Kate Massey. 

News and Upcoming Events... 

#CommunityInCovid 

While we are in the middle of the Pandemic and unable to welcome our community into the 

church building as we would like, we have had to find other ways of staying visible in Stockingford 

and beyond.  We also want to support people emotionally and spiritually through this tough year.  

One of the ways we can do this is by offering chances for people to connect, to celebrate and to 

be creative. The Church Year is full of special days, packed with meaning and symbolism and 

hope.  In #CommunityInCovid, we invite people to join us in marking those special days togeth-

er.  Perhaps you could join in and share the ideas below with neighbours, friends and family 

members… 

Feast of the Conversion of St Paul - Monday 25th January 

This is our Church’s Patronal Festival as St Paul is our patron saint!  It is a time to celebrate our 

church family.  Why not mark this day by dropping a card or phoning a friend from church and let-

ting them know you are thinking about them?  Or why not pray for our church family? 

Candlemas - 31st January/2nd February 

This is the story of when Anna and Simeon recognised the Christ child in the Temple after a life-

time of waiting.  Why not use this special occasion to celebrate the older people in your life - 

friends, parents, grandparents or neighbours?  What would make them feel special? 

Valentine’s Day - 14th February 

This is a day to share love with anyone who needs it!  Let’s reclaim it from the hopeless romantics 

and let EVERYONE know they are loved by God and by God’s church!  Can you decorate a heart 

and put it in your window?  Can you crochet or knit some hearts and send them to people who 

need encouragement? 

Shrove Tuesday - 16th February 

Time to make your silliest pancake!  Can you send us a photo of weird and wonderful pancake 

toppings?  Can you share a video of you trying to toss your pancake?  Pancakes were a special 

treat in years gone by - use them to celebrate the tiny joys and good things in life, even in lock-

down! 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

• Small jars of coffee 

• Tinned carrots 

• Fruit juice 

• Tinned custard 

Food can be donated at Sainsburys, ASDA or Co-Op 

(Attleborough) or during Foodbank sessions in church 

on Tuesday and Fridays 10.30am-noon. 

Prayer for the Month 
Dear Lord, at this time of pandemic, let us fos-

ter respect and solidarity with others, especial-

ly those who are weak or poor. Let us remain 

calm and ignore unsubstantiated rumours. Let 

us take advantage of safe ways of caring and 

connecting. Let us attend to moments of pray-

er. Let us cultivate responsibility, patience and 

hope. Amen. 

Prayer adapted from a radio message from Rodolfo Valen-

zuela Núñez, Bishop of La Verapaz, Guatemala  

 

Pandemic means we cannot hold Messy 

Church as usual, but our intrepid and 

resourceful team have started offering 

Messy Church in a Bag, with crafts deliv-

ered to family’s homes and online vide-

os, stories and songs.  Here’s what some 

of our Messy Church families have to say 

about it... 

We had a messy church bag for 

my 2 boys. my eldest had not 

long come out of hospital after 

being seriously ill and it really 

cheered him up. They loved it 

and the attention to detail to 

produce the bags was fantastic.  

Just wanted to say a big thank you for the Christmas 

messy church bags that we received for our daugh-

ters. We had some fantastic fun making crafts as a 

family and decorated the house with paper chains, 

the girls were excited to look through the bag to find 

the next craft. It really made us all smile at such a 

strange time of missing family and friends.  

Charley has thoroughly enjoyed taking part in messy church 

over the past few months. It has been a fantastic opportuni-

ty for her to take part in some really lovely activities during 

this very difficult year. You have all done an amazing job and 

should all be congratulated for all your hard work during this 

pandemic.   

We’ve loved our Messy Church in a Bag(s)! Our lounge was 

covered in decorations we made over Christmas.  Here is my 

youngest loving making the Yule logs  


