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Views from the Vicarage… 

It may surprise those of you who know me well, if I say that in my 

youth I did a fair amount of hill-walking.  Well, mainly, my husband 

did a fair amount of hill-walking and in the early besotted days of our 

relationship, I went with him.  Usually complaining and driven on by 

the fact he had the picnic… 

But it is those walks in the hills I think of when I read one of my fa-

vourite verses in the Bible. Psalm 143:10 says “May your gracious 

Spirit lead me forward on a firm footing”.  It reminds me of the faint 

hill paths, often uneven and narrow, where a misstep could result in a 

fall or worse, and failure to pay attention could land you in a bog! 

If life is a journey, then the way through it is much more like one of 

those hill-side paths than the M6 motorway with its smooth surfaces, 

clear signage and efficient conveying to the desired destination.  No 

life is a lot more messy and uncertain than that. 

We have, of course, been thinking about roads a lot as the Prime 

Minister unveiled his roadmap out of lockdown.  At first sight, perhaps 

it looks like M6 travelling - a clear and rapid route back to normality.  

But when you listen to the detail, it is a bit more uncertain than that.  

Much depends on infection rates, new variants, vaccination uptake 

and how our NHS is coping.  Let’s earnestly pray that there are no 

major hitches. 

It will be a little more complicated too because we are all individuals 

who will respond to the challenges of the past year in different ways.  

Some people will be desperate to organise a conga around the 

churchyard the minute we are permitted to do so.  Others will take a 

while to feel safe enough to venture back into public spaces and pub-

lic events.  As we gradually find our way out of lockdown, we will 

need to be patient and kind with one another, especially when other 

people are making different decisions at different speeds to our-

selves. 

But for each of us as individuals, and for all of us as a church family, 

there is the promise of a God who travels with us.  If we pray and at-

tend to the gentle promptings of the kind Holy Spirit, we will indeed 

be guided through uncertain days on a firm footing. 

Blessings,  

Kate 

Upcoming Services 

At St Paul’s 

We are in the process of 

deciding when to reopen 

the church building.  In the 

meantime, we will be con-

tinuing online and on-

phone worship! 

Online Services 

Sunday 10am 

Holy Communion 

Sunday 8pm 

Night Prayer 

Wednesday 10am 

Readings, Reflection 

and Prayers 

All can be found on our 

Facebook page: 

Facebook.com/

stpaulsstockingford 

Telephone Services 

Weekly Service of 

Readings and Prayer 

01827 211233 

Local rate call 

Lasts 10-15 minutes 

Can be heard at any time 

24/7 

Sunday Morning  

Service 

You can join us and listen 

into the Sunday morning 

service by telephone!  

Contact Kate on 02476 

372089 for more details! 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

Valentine’s Hearts 

Last month saw St Paul’s in 

full creative flow as people 

shared hearts with friends and 

neighbours to spread a little 

joy and remind everyone that 

they are loved by God! 

As we get ready to reopen the church 

building for Sunday worship, we are 

making some adjustments to make our 

time together even safer.  One of the 

things we decided we needed was a 

Perspex screen for the lectern.  Within a 

week, John Cutts had produced this ele-

gant and unobtrusive screen which 

slides on and off the lectern as needed.  

Isn’t it brilliant?  We are so blessed to 

have so many talented and generous 

people at St Paul’s Church! Thank you 

John! 

Thank you from the Gazeleys! 

Julia and Andy would like to thank their church family for the beautiful  

arrangement of bubbly and valentine treats, sent to mark their Ruby  

Wedding Anniversary this month. 



The Congregation Contributes… 
If you would like to share an article on a hobby, an experience, a book or film you have enjoyed or 

just some musings on the state of the universe, please send it to Rev Kate Massey. 

News and Upcoming Events... 

#Community In Covid 

St David’s Day - 1st March 

On 1st March, why not celebrate your favourite David, whether friend, family member, famous ce-

lebrity (or all three)!  You have our full permission to use the most tenuous connections possible - 

so if someone has David, Dave, Dai, Davidson, Davies or Davis somewhere in their name, cele-

brate them and pray for them on their Saints Day! 

Mothering Sunday - 14th March 

As is our custom at St Paul’s, we will be giving little primulas to women in the church family.  If 

you would be willing to deliver a few on behalf of the church - in a covid safe way, of course - 

please let Kate know!  Any flowers we have left over will be left for members of the community to 

take and share with loved ones. 

National Day of Reflection - 23rd March 

On the anniversary of the first lockdown, there will be a national memorial day for everyone who 

has died of covid-19.  We will be holding an online evening service to remember and reflect, and 

encouraging people to tie a yellow or gold ribbon to the church gates as a sign of remembrance. 

Holy Week and Easter 

Watch this space!  We will be sharing plans soon... 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

• Sponge Puddings  

• Tinned spaghetti/hoops  

• Small jars of coffee  

• Tinned custard  

• Cereals  

• Tinned Fruit  

• Tinned Fish  

• Tea Bags (40’s)  

• Crisps  

• Biscuits  

• Fruit Juice  

Food can be donated at Sainsburys, ASDA or Co-Op 

(Attleborough) or during Foodbank sessions in church 

on Tuesday and Fridays 10.30am-noon. 

Prayer for the Month 

God rebuild the ancient ruins  
Renew the ancient paths 

Bring renewal to the broken. 
Bring refreshing to the desert. 
Bring redemption to the lost. 

Can these bones live? 
Lord, you alone know. 

 

Marian Griffiths has taken some 

photos of St Paul’s Church from 

unusual angles.  Do you know 

what is in these photographs?  Do 

you know where you would find 

them in the church? Answers in 

next month’s newsletter! 

Staying in Touch at St Pauls… 

Vicar: Kate Massey 02476 372089  

revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Curate: Jo Joyce 07588 576351  

revjoannajoyce@outlook.com 

Parish Office: 02476 325359  

stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.com 

Last month’s answers: The foot of 

the brass lectern by the altar and the 

mosaic on the floor by the high altar 
Knit Your Way Through Lent! 

If you are looking for a different way to pray through Lent, why not join Sue,  

Val, Iris and Ann in “A Knitting Journey through Lent” by Victoria Brown. 

Each day, there is a verse from the Bible and a short pattern to knit. 

By Easter day, you will have made a scarf which tells the Christian story! 

You can find the pattern for free on www.lovecrafts.com by searching for a 

“Lenten Scarf”! 

An Update from SPOGS (St Paul’s Older Group)  

by Ellie Jephcote 

SPOGs is a Sunday group which you would usually participate in 

fun and educational activities about Christian beliefs.  Due to these 

odd times, unfortunately we are unable to meet in the church, so 

instead we have been attending an online Zoom session each 

week.  So far, we have learned about how you can bring light to a 

person’s day.  This was all about being called out of darkness.  The 

activity we were set as a group was to create a stained glass win-

dow out of some supplies that were given to us by SPOGs leaders.  

As well as this, we have play bingo and completed scavenger 

hunts too.  Although it’s very out of the ordinary, we have still really 

enjoyed seeing each other online and getting involved.  Speak to 

one of our SPOGs leaders to find out more information! 

How well do 

you know St 

Paul’s 

Church? 


