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Views from the Vicarage… 

One of my interests is history - I am fascinated by the ways people 

lived in other times and cultures.  Over the past few years, I have 

been finding out more about the medieval times - through historical 

fiction, radio programmes and audio books. 

Life in those times was pretty limited compared to what we regard as 

normal now.  While some people travelled over continents on pilgrim-

age or crusade, the majority of people never ventured more than a 

few miles from where they were born.  There was little leisure, so 

there were few leisure activities - no shopping malls or cinemas or 

restaurants or sports stadiums.  Life was about work and home life, 

set against a background of plagues which swept through every few 

decades.  In some ways, we are experiencing a little of a medieval 

lifestyle now!  To stop their days merging into one grey mass of toil, 

however, medieval society had a lively rhythm of seasons and festi-

vals.  Our word “holiday” comes from the Holy Days that peppered 

their year. 

Many people are finding this third lockdown a real struggle.  Being 

apart from one another is so difficult.  Anxieties over health and liveli-

hoods linger constantly in the background.  The never-ending same-

ness of our days saps our joy and motivation.  There may not be 

much we can do about the first two problems, but as for the third, the 

advice from experts is that creating structure to our days and weeks 

helps.  And our faith has much to offer as we try to do this.  Daily, we 

can weave in patterns of prayer and loving service.  Weekly, we can 

make time to rest from routine tasks and worship together.  Through 

the months, we can look forward to, prepare for and celebrate differ-

ent holy days in our Church year: Shrove Tuesday, Mothering Sun-

day, Easter.  We can also take up new disciplines or habits for the 

more sober seasons of the year like Lent. 

Doing this will not only bring variety and texture to our hours and 

days.  It will point us to the God who is with us in difficult times and 

who can hold us and help us when we are low, anxious or just plain 

grumpy. It will remind us of truths about God’s love. Maybe we have 

something to learn from our medieval sisters and brothers. 

So what might you do this month to build some holy moments or holy 

days into your life?  How might you make those times special? 

Blessings,  

Kate 

Upcoming Services 

At St Paul’s 

The church building may 

be closed, but we are still 

worshipping together 

online and on the phone! 

Online Services 

Sunday 10am 

Holy Communion 

Sunday 8pm 

Night Prayer 

Wednesday 10am 

Readings, Reflection 

and Prayers 

All can be found on our 

Facebook page: 

Facebook.com/

stpaulsstockingford 

Telephone Services 

Weekly Service of 

Readings and Prayer 

01827 211233 

Local rate call 

Lasts 10-15 minutes 

Can be heard at any time 

24/7 

Sunday Morning  

Service 

You can join us and listen 

into the Sunday morning 

service by telephone!  

Contact Kate on 02476 

372089 for more details! 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

St Paul’s in the Snow 

January saw our first heavy fall of snow for the 

winter.  For those of you who couldn’t get out 

and about in it, here are some photos taken by 

Rob Jones of our church in the wintry weather! 

Nuneaton Memories recently shared this photo of the St Paul’s Church choir taken in 1927!  

What a spectacular collection of headwear!!! Nuneaton Memories kindly said we could share it.  

Do any of you know anyone who might have been in this photo?   



The Congregation Contributes… 
If you would like to share an article on a hobby, an experience, a book or film you have enjoyed or 

just some musings on the state of the universe, please send it to Rev Kate Massey. 

News and Upcoming Events... 

#CommunityInCovid 

While we are in the middle of the Pandemic and unable to welcome our community into the 

church building as we would like, we have had to find other ways of staying visible in Stockingford 

and beyond.  We also want to support people emotionally and spiritually through this tough year.  

One of the ways we can do this is by offering chances for people to connect, to celebrate and to 

be creative. The Church Year is full of special days, packed with meaning and symbolism and 

hope.  In #CommunityInCovid, we invite people to join us in marking those special days togeth-

er.  Perhaps you could join in and share the ideas below with neighbours, friends and family 

members… 

Valentine’s Day - 14th February 

This is a day to share love with anyone who needs it!  Let’s reclaim it from the hopeless romantics 

and let EVERYONE know they are loved by God and by God’s church!  Can you decorate a heart 

and put it in your window?  Can you crochet or knit some hearts and send them to people who 

need encouragement? 

Shrove Tuesday - 16th February 

Time to make your silliest pancake!  Can you send us a photo of weird and wonderful pancake 

toppings?  Can you share a video of you trying to toss your pancake?  Pancakes were a special 

treat in years gone by - use them to celebrate the tiny joys and good things in life, even in lock-

down! 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

• Small jars of coffee 

• Tinned carrots 

• Fruit juice 

• Tinned custard 

Food can be donated at Sainsburys, ASDA or Co-Op 

(Attleborough) or during Foodbank sessions in church 

on Tuesday and Fridays 10.30am-noon. 

Prayer for the Month 
Almighty and ever living God, you invite us deeper 

into your world, your people, your Lent. May this 

time be one of outward focus; seeking you in those 

we often ignore. Help us live a Lent focused on 

freedom, generosity, and encounter. Give us 

hearts hungry to serve you and those who need 

what we have to give.  

Author unknown  

 

Despite the pandemic, our Traid-

craft stall has continued to trade.  

Thanks to the support of the con-

gregation, Andy was able to send a 

£500 donation to Traidcraft Ex-

change this year. This letter ex-

plains what that means to the chari-

ty and those they support.  Thank 

you to everyone who has support-

ed the Traidcraft Stall throughout 

2020.  Andy and Julia are continu-

ing to take orders for Traidcraft 

products.  If you would like to know 

more, either contact Andy or the 

church office who will put you in 

touch! 

Thank you so much for donating £500.00 of your 

profits to Traidcraft Exchange on behalf of St. Paul’s 

Church, Traidcraft stall. Your generosity is simply 

amazing. 

The coronavirus pandemic has disrupted every-

one’s lives. But for those people around the world 

who were already vulnerable, the impact of the cri-

sis has been devastating.  It’s all thanks to the kind-

ness of people like you that Traidcraft Exchange is 

already setting out our response to support some of 

the world’s poorest farmers, workers and artisans in 

Africa and Asia. 

Whether that means emergency short-term supplies like food, or long-term support to help  
people rebuild their livelihoods, your donation has never been so needed. 
  
Thanks to your generosity, Traidcraft Exchange can help vulnerable people to gain the skills they 
need to become self-sufficient – an essential ability in times of crisis. For people like 
Ramatolaye, a fruit farmer from Senegal, this has already been life-changing: 
  

“The training has helped me a lot already, and I hope that the money that people here in 
the village now earn from the fruit continues to benefit the community. My husband earns 
for himself and the household, and I earn for my children and the household.” 

  
The past months have shown us just how crucial it is to be able to support your family through 

challenging times. Thank you so much for helping some of the world’s poorest people to do that. 

How Well Do You Know St 
Paul’s Church? 

Marian Griffiths has taken some 

photos of St Paul’s Church from 

unusual angles.  Do you know 

what is in these photographs?  Do 

you know where you would find 

them in the church? Answers in 

next month’s newsletter! 

Staying in Touch at St Pauls… 

If you need to find out more about life at St Paul’s, you can contact: 

Vicar: Kate Massey 02476 372089 revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Curate: Jo Joyce 07588 576351 revjoannajoyce@outlook.com 

Parish Office: 02476 325359 stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.com 


