
St Paul’s Church Stockingford  
Newsletter April 2021 

Views from the Vicarage… 

One of the things that perplexes me about the Easter appearances of 

Jesus is that no one seems to recognise him at first.  Mary thinks he 

is the gardener.  The friends on the road to Emmaus think he is a fel-

low traveller.  The disciples in their fishing boat don’t suspect any-

thing initially either.  As for Thomas, well he is adamant there is no 

one to recognise!   

There is clearly something about the resurrected Jesus which looks 

different to the Jesus they knew before.  But for each of them there is 

the moment when they realise.  For Mary, it is that familiar voice say-

ing her name.  For the friends travelling to Emmaus, it is when Jesus 

breaks the bread.  For the disciples in the boat, it is the miraculous 

catch of fish taking them right back to their first encounter with Jesus.  

For Thomas, the moment of recognition is when he see Jesus’ 

wounds. Jesus may not be exactly as he was before, but he is still 

him.  He is still the Jesus they knew and loved. 

I have been pondering this as I think of all the changes our church 

has been through over the past year.  Very little looks like it did be-

fore.  And as we gradually and carefully move out of lockdown, there 

is no guarantee that things ever will look exactly as they did before. 

However, I hope the values that we shared before and the values 

that have sustained us through this pandemic year will also be the 

values we take forward into the future.  If we remain people who are 

faithful in prayer and worship, who care for our church family and 

wider community, who are generous and creative in how we share 

God’s love - well, we will still be recognisable as St Paul’s Stocking-

ford whatever the future looks like. 

But most of all, as part of Christ’s body of the Church, may be always 

be recognisable by the way we are filled with the life-transforming, 

death-denying, never-ending love of God.  The love that took Jesus 

to the cross but could not be held in the tomb.  The love that is still at 

work changing lives and bringing hope two millenia later. 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.  

John 13:35 

Happy Easter! 

Kate 

 

Upcoming Services 

At St Paul’s 

We are gradually reopen-

ing our building for worship 

from Sunday 28th March. 

Sunday 10am 

Holy Communion 

This will be both in the 

church and online. 

Online-only Services 

Sunday 8pm 

Night Prayer 

Wednesday 10am 

Readings, Reflection 

and Prayers 

All can be found on our 

Facebook page: 

Facebook.com/

stpaulsstockingford 

Telephone Services 

Weekly Service of 

Readings and Prayer 

01827 211233 

Local rate call 

Lasts 10-15 minutes 

Can be heard at any time 

24/7 

Sunday Morning  

Service 

You can join us and listen 

into the Sunday morning 

service by telephone!  

Contact Kate on 02476 

372089 for more details! 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

Watching Films from a Different Perspective continued 

For those of you who have Netflix, there are two great movies recently on the network.  Firstly, an-

other Tom Hanks film called “News of the World”, a Western genre film set in Texas in the years 

following the American Civil War.  It follows an old Confederate Captain, Jefferson Kidd (Hanks) 

who makes a living going from town to town reading stories from newspapers to mostly illiterate 

small-town folk.  On his travels he picks up a young girl who had been kidnapped by Native Ameri-

cans but has now been abandoned after a gunfight.  Kidd decides to try to return her to her only 

known living relatives known to her.  It’s a great story in itself, but it also has underlying themes of 

loss on so many levels.  Losing the war, losing family, losing faith, losing love. 

You could also try the new Ralph Feinnes film on Netflix, “The Dig”, about the discovery of ancient 

treasures at Sutton Hoo in Suffolk, just at the breakout of WW2.  Again, watch it for the story then 

reflect on the themes of spending time with each other (and what time we may have left); of what 

we may leave behind, our legacy to others - physically and in memories; of how experts aren’t al-

ways the experts. 

Perhaps you have a film that you see from a different perspective that has opened up the story to 

you in a different way?  Let me know.           Colin Udall 

Marian Griffiths has taken 

some photos of St Paul’s 

Church from unusual angles.  

Do you know what is in these 

photographs?  Do you know 

where you would find them in 

the church? Answers in next 

month’s newsletter! 

How well do you 

know St Paul’s 

Church? 

Last month’s answers: the crèche 

window, the font in the foyer and 

the War Memorial surround.  

National Day of Reflection 
On 23rd March, the anniversary of the country first  

entering lockdown, we joined in the National Day of  

Reflection led by Marie Curie.  We invited people to 

pause and pray and tie a ribbon to the church gates.  

That evening we livestreamed a short act of prayer, with 

297 candles lit for each person from Nuneaton and  

Bedworth who has died of Covid-19.  The themes of the 

day were reflection, connection and hope. 



The Congregation Contributes… 
If you would like to share an article on a hobby, an experience, a book or film you have enjoyed or 

just some musings on the state of the universe, please send it to Rev Kate Massey. 

News and Upcoming Events... 

Holy Week and Easter 

Holy Week Reflections: There will be reflections posted online at 7.30pm every day during Holy 

Week except Saturday.  The dedicated phone line will also have a new 20 minute reflection every 

evening (01827 211233) 

Stations of the Cross: There will be traditional Stations of the Cross in the churchyard through-

out Holy Week, so do feel free to come and explore them.  

Children’s Stations of the Cross: From Tuesday to Thursday, there will also be Stations of the 

Cross designed by children on a trail around our community starting at the Church gate. More in-

formation about the Stations can be found here: https://www.adventureswithgod.life/

overview1.html 

Maundy Thursday Prayer Trail: There will be six prayer stations in and around church on  

Maundy Thursday between 6-8pm for people to journey through Jesus' last evening with his 

friends, reflect on the things he said and did and allow them to guide our prayers. To book a time 

to view the trail, please book via www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-pauls-church-stockingford or call the 

Vicar. 

Stripping of the Altar and the Watch: At 8.15pm, we will livestream the stripping of the altar,  

then a handful of us will keep watch in church until midnight.  If you would like to volunteer to 

keep watch for some of that time, please call the Vicar. 

Good Friday: There will be a livestreamed service from the church at 2.30-3pm. 

Easter Egg Hunt: From Thursday evening, there will be some eggs appearing around our  

community with pictures and parts of the Easter story.  An accompanying Easter Egg quiz will be 

available from the church gate or on our Facebook page.  If people complete the quiz, they can 

come to church between 3-4pm on Saturday to collect an Easter Egg! 

Dawn Service: There will be a service including the Easter fire, lighting the Easter candle, renew-

ing our baptismal vows and the first Eucharist of Easter starting at 6.15am.  This will be both 

online and in the building. 

Easter Communion: There will be a celebration of Easter at 10am in church and online as we 

remember the joyous good news!  Do bring a flower to place on the Easter cross! 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

Sponge Puddings Tinned spaghetti/hoops Small jars of 
coffee Tinned custard Cereals Tinned Fruit Tinned Fish 
Tea Bags (40’s) Crisps Biscuits Fruit Juice Squash Dog/cat 
food 

Food can be donated at Sainsburys, ASDA or Co-Op 

(Attleborough) or during Foodbank sessions in church 

on Tuesday and Fridays 10.30am-noon. 

 

Staying in Touch at St Pauls… 

Vicar: Kate Massey 02476 372089  

revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Curate: Jo Joyce 07588 576351  

revjoannajoyce@outlook.com 

Parish Office: 02476 325359  

stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.com 

This month, Colin Udall writes about  

Watching Films from a Different Perspective 

Some of you will remember several years ago when we undertook a Lent group based on the 

Tom Hanks film The Terminal directed by Stephen Spielberg.  It was a course I wrote which 

asked us to look at the film – or parts of the film at least- using different themes.  We looked at 

“Identity” – where do we get our identity from?  The Tom Hanks character couldn’t leave the air-

port because his papers and passport identified him as a citizen of a country which America no 

longer recognised.  But what about other facets of his identity?  His character, his loves and in-

terests? His profession? 

There was also the theme of promises.  Right at the beginning we see the character with a Plant-

ers Peanut tin.  It is only at the end of the film that we find that the tin contains a famous picture 

taken in Harlem, New York in 1958 of 57 jazz musicians.  Along with that picture are 56 auto-

graphs that his father had collected of all the musicians.  The reason that Tom Hank’s character 

is in the airport in the first place is because of a promise he made to his dying father to get the 

last autograph to complete the collection.  Having waited in the airport for so long, he gets the 

autograph and then prepares to fly straight back home, promise kept.  Kept promises – a cove-

nant if you will – is very much the theme of Easter and so appropriate for the Lent group study. 

I wrote a similar study based on the film Pay it Forward starring Helen Hunt, Kevin Spacey and 

Joel Haley Osmont.  This is the story of a teenager who discovers the phenomenon of “paying it 

forward”; that if somebody does you a favour, you don’t repay that person but instead do a favour 

for 3 different people instead.  You pay the good deed forward.  In Lent Group terms this is what 

Jesus asks us to do with His story.  We have heard the Good News of his death, resurrection 

and our salvation through His sacrifice on the cross.  Now we should “pay it forward” by telling 

other people the same story and bring them the Good News too. 

I am so looking forward to cinemas opening again (on May 17th at time of writing). There is 

something about the atmosphere of the big screen, of lots of people coming together for a shared 

common experience; of witnessing a story being told in the way of a film being shown.  I know 

that during lockdown people have been sharing similar experiences by watching a film on their 

TVs at the same time as many others have been watching the same time via YouTube, a film 

channel or other streaming method.  The watchers tweet each other comments and commentary.  

I often wonder when I see the number of tweets generated by a film whether anyone has actually 

watched the movie in question. 

It's always good to see a film from a different perspective (well, mostly).  For example, I used to 

use the brilliant Aardman Animations film Chicken Run as a training film about roles in leadership 

but we once showed the film Erin Brockovitch starring Julia Roberts to a group of potential 

church leaders and asked about qualities of leadership within that film.  One person, who clearly 

hadn’t enjoyed the film replied, “You obviously need to swear a lot to be a good leader!” 

Continued on the back page... 


