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Views from the Vicarage... 

I am starting this month with one of my favourite verses in the Bible.  

It comes from one of the books of prophecy after the Israelites return 

from Exile: 

Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit says the Lord. 

Zechariah 4:6 

When the pandemic started and churches went into lockdown, some 

people drew comparisons with the Israelite’s experience of exile in 

the Bible.  We were exiled not just from our church buildings, but 

from one another.   

Our experience was in some ways entirely unlike the Israelites’ expe-

rience of exile – they were beaten by an invading enemy and many of 

their population carried off to live in a foreign land – but their experi-

ence of sudden overwhelming crisis with the loss of all that was famil-

iar to them has some echoes for us today.  The people of Israel 

found that despite being taken into exile, away from the places God 

had chosen for them, God was still with them.  In spite of the trauma, 

it became a time of spiritual growth.  And perhaps that has been your 

experience of this past year – that in spite of all the losses and diffi-

culties, God has been with us and drawn close to us. 

But now, we hope and pray our time of exile is coming to an end - 
perhaps, we can continue to learn from the experience of the biblical 
exile?   

Like the Israelites, we are returning to the places and spaces so long 
forbidden to us.  Gradually, and as safely as possible, we will be re-
turning to the church building for activities. The Israelites had to re-

build their Temple, whereas we have to rebuild the church in different 
ways.  We have to work out what things God is calling us to return to 
after this time of pandemic, what new things to attempt and what old 
things to leave in the past.  We have to think about what our 200 by 
200 adventure looks like after this unexpected detour!!!   

Zerubbabel was the governor of Jerusalem who began the rebuilding 
of the Temple, and the prophet Zechariah speaks God’s prophecy to 
him: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit!  Maybe that is 
a word to hold on to in all the opportunities and challenges of a post-
pandemic church.  In these weeks that follow Pentecost, may we rely 
on the Spirit of God to guide us, sustain us, inspire us and equip us in 
all God calls us to be and to do. 

Blessings, Kate 

Upcoming Services 

At St Paul’s 

Sunday 10am 

Holy Communion 

This will be both in the 

church and online. 

Online-only Services 

Sunday 8pm 

Night Prayer 

Wednesday 10am 

Readings, Reflection 

and Prayers 

All can be found on our 

Facebook page: 

Facebook.com/

stpaulsstockingford 

Telephone Services 

Sunday Morning  

Service 

You can join us and listen 

into the Sunday morning 

service by telephone!  

Contact Kate on 02476 

372089 for more details! 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

A Summer Prayer 

This world 

Your creation 

Rolled into a sphere 

Packaged in sunshine 

Gift-wrapped in love 

Given to us 

Thank you  

Amen 

© John Birch 

Outdoor Pentecost Service 

Despite a horrendous week of wet weather, 

it stayed dry for our outdoor Pentecost  

Service.  Over 40 of the congregation gath-

ered in covid-safe way, sang hymns and 

shared communion.  We also heard Nigel’s 

first sermon - following in Peter’s footsteps!!! 

Christian Aid Week Total (so far): 

£2226.50 
Many thanks to everyone who hosted, 

knitted, baked, walked and gave this 

Christian Aid Week!  Through after-

noon teas, soup lunches, bake sales, 

knitted hearts, lots and lots of steps 

and your kindness and generosity, we 

have a wonderful total to send to 

Christian Aid this year. Well done! 



The Congregation Contributes… 
If you would like to share an article on a hobby, an experience, a book or film you have enjoyed or 

just some musings on the state of the universe, please send it to Rev Kate Massey. 

News and Upcoming Events... 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

Sponge Puddings Small jars of coffee Tinned custard 
Tinned Fruit Tinned Fish Crisps Biscuits Fruit Juice Squash 
Dog/cat food, male/female deodorant, shaving foam, 
shower gel, toothpaste, sanitary products, toilet roll. 

Food can be donated at Sainsburys, ASDA or Co-Op 

(Attleborough) or during Foodbank sessions in church 

on Tuesday and Fridays 10.30am-noon. 

Staying in Touch at St Pauls… 

Vicar: Kate Massey 02476 372089  

revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Curate: Jo Joyce 07588 576351  

revjoannajoyce@outlook.com 

Parish Office: 02476 325359  

stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.com 

Marian Griffiths has 

taken some photos of 

St Paul’s Church from 

unusual angles.  Do 

you know what is in 

these photographs?  

Do you know where 

you would find them in 

the church? Answers in 

next month’s newslet-

How well do you 

know St Paul’s 

Church? 

Last month’s answers: The crucifix above St Joan 

of Arc's prieu dieu - in the top righthand corner 

of the bottom left section of the East Win-

dow,  the  right hand end of the 

altar rail, without  its  middle section , with the 

leg of the altar table in the background; 

the  floor mosaic round the high altar .  

Summer Gala 
The social committee are hoping to organise a covid-adapted outdoor summer gala on Sunday 
18th July from 12.30pm.  We recognise that some people will not feel it is safe enough for them to 
attend and we want to emphasize that there is NO PRESSURE to volunteer or attend.  However, 
if you would like to make or donate something for a stall, organize a stall but not run it OR run a 
stall on the day, please speak to Ann Pipe.  The stalls we hope to hold include: cakes, sewing/
knitting, jewellery, books, tombolas of various sorts (bottles, chocolate, gifts), the raffle, toys and 
jigsaws, plants, hoopla  So if you might be able to help with items for any of these stalls, please 
start gathering things and putting them aside.  If you have an idea for a different stall or game for 
the gala, we would love to hear from you! 

The First Letter to the Thessalonians… 

In the coming Sundays, we will be exploring the first letter to the Thessalonians in our Sunday 

sermons.  It is one of Paul’s letters - co-written with his friends, Silvanus (aka Silas) and Timothy.  

It is thought to be one of the very first letters Paul wrote, certainly one of the earliest books in the 

New Testament.  We think it comes from 50-51AD. This means it was written before the Gospels 

were written down. 

It is quite an encouraging letter.  Paul was worried about how the church in Thessalonica was do-

ing, but Timothy visited and was able to tell him things were going well.  So Paul and his friends 

write a letter of encouragement - a “keep up the good work!” sort of message.  The main theme of 

the letter is the hope we have and the difference it makes to our lives. 

Why not read the first letter to the Thessalonians by yourself in preparation for these sermons?  It 

is quite a short book - it should only take quarter of an hour to finish.  What do you think of it?  

What do you think it might mean for us today? Do you have any questions about the book you 

would like our preachers to try and answer?  Do you have a favourite verse that you want to re-

member in the comings weeks?  If St Paul was to write a letter to St Paul’s in Stockingford today, 

what do you think he might say?  You could always share some of your thoughts in the newsletter 

new month... 

Churches Together in Nuneaton 

This month’s update comes not from the congregation but from the wider church in Nuneaton, of 

which we are part… 

Here2Help - Christian Love Shown Through Action 

This is a new voluntary organisation set up by 3 local Christians following the COVID pandemic, 

where they witnessed a growing need for acts of practical kindness to people in need.  Here2Help 

aims to offer a platform for those with practical skills to reach out, support and share God’s love 

with people in need.  Here2Help will provide Christian volunteers with insurance, training, support 

and guidance to enable them to offer help in a safe and appropriate way.  If you would like to find 

out more, there is a Volunteer and Partnership Event at Saints, Newdegate Street, Nuneaton on 

Monday 12th July from 10.30am-12noon. 

SAINTS Nuneaton 

SAINTS Nuneaton has not fully opened yet after the pandemic as they are having a new kitchen 

fitted!  However, they will be opening over half term with a range of no-cost or low-cost activities for 

families and drinks and snacks for everyone.  These will be from 2nd-5th June between 12noon-

3pm.  There will also be an opportunity for families in receipt of free school meals to collect a lovely 

free food hamper.  Please pass this news on to anyone who may find it useful. For more infor-

mation, keep an eye on the Saints Facebook page or email them on admin@saintsnuneaton.org  

Please do pray for our Christian sisters and brothers across Nuneaton as we love God and serve 

God’s people in different ways! 

mailto:admin@saintsnuneaton.org

