
St Paul’s Church Stockingford  
Newsletter May 2021 

Refelctions from Rose… 

This month, our reflection is from Rose - her story is taken from the 

Christian Aid Website... 

Rose is caught in a cycle of climate chaos. From severe drought to 

flooding, extreme weather robs her of what she needs to survive: a 

reliable source of water. Without water, every day is a struggle. With-

out water, Rose is thirsty and hungry. This is her climate crisis.  

‘When I was a young girl, there was plenty of food,’ Rose says. Now, 

the rains are totally unreliable. The climate crisis has galvanised ex-

treme weather and Rose’s community are feeling the brunt of it. For 

months at a time, Rose lives with drought. ‘I often feel hungry,’ Rose 

says. ‘Because of climate change, I worry a lot about food. I pray to 

God that the rainfall will become normal like it used to be.’ In recent 

years, the drought has been so bad that it’s caused a hunger crisis. 

Crops wither and die. Rivers run dry. People struggle to survive.  

Rose strives to provide for her grandchildren who live with her. She 

does all she can to give them happy childhoods, but the climate crisis 

is driving her to the brink. In times of drought, Rose sets out on a 

long and dangerous journey every morning to collect water for her 

family. She walks on an empty stomach. ‘We have to walk long dis-

tances. We are suffering,’ Rose said. While she walks, her stomach 

gives her stabbing pains. She feels weary under the hot sun. But if 

she gives up, her grandchildren will suffer hunger and thirst. With a 

dam full of water, Rose would be free from her long, painful journeys. 

She’d have time to grow fresh vegetables for her family to eat. And 

she could see her grandchildren grow up and live life in all its full-

ness… 

This month as we raise money for  

Christian Aid, we are working in partner-

ship with women like Rose - ordinary 

people who just want to care for their 

families and live peaceful lives.  We can 

also help by praying for our sisters and 

brothers around the world who are  

struggling, and by taking seriously the 

impact of climate change.  Let’s do our 

part this Christian Aid Week. 

Blessings, 

Kate 

Upcoming Services 

At St Paul’s 

Sunday 10am 

Holy Communion 

This will be both in the 

church and online. 

Online-only Services 

Sunday 8pm 

Night Prayer 

Wednesday 10am 

Readings, Reflection 

and Prayers 

All can be found on our 

Facebook page: 

Facebook.com/

stpaulsstockingford 

Telephone Services 

Sunday Morning  

Service 

You can join us and listen 

into the Sunday morning 

service by telephone!  

Contact Kate on 02476 

372089 for more details! 

Special Service 

Pentecost Open Air 

Service 23rd May 

This will be in the church-

yard (and livestreamed for 

those who cannot attend in 

person). Please wear 

something red if you can 

as we celebrate the birth-

day of the Church! 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

Marian Griffiths has taken 

some photos of St Paul’s 

Church from unusual angles.  

Do you know what is in these 

photographs?  Do you know 

where you would find them in 

the church? Answers in next 

month’s newslet-

How well do you 

know St Paul’s 

Church? 

Last month’s answers: corner of border of brass 

plate, list of names  those killed in WW1;   rail 

of E Window altar , topmost piece of stained 

glass in E window. .  

Our Easter candle lit at the 

Dawn service on Easter Day 

(left).  Thanks as ever to Jo, 

Mary and Helen for their beauti-

ful Easter flowers! 

 

Our Easter Cross decorated with 

Spring flowers after the Easter 

Day Service (right) 

As we couldn’t have our usual Maundy Thursday 

meal, this year we had a series of creative prayer 

stations which reflected on Jesus’ final hours with 

his friends.  This was followed by stripping of the 

altar and the Vigil 

A number of the congregation knitted their way through Lent, with a 

pattern which both recalled Jesus’ life and teachings, with a short Bi-

ble passage to ponder as they knitted.  Here is Sue’s completed scarf! 

Easter at St 

Paul’s 

Alleluia! 

Christ is Risen! 



The Congregation Contributes… 
If you would like to share an article on a hobby, an experience, a book or film you have enjoyed or 

just some musings on the state of the universe, please send it to Rev Kate Massey. 

News and Upcoming Events... 

 

Christian Aid Week 2021 

How to join in! 

 
The 300,000 Steps Challenge in May 

Can you, or a group of you, challenge yourselves to walk 300,000 steps during May?  For more 

information, contact Jo Joyce! 

Christian Aid 75th Anniversary Hearts 

To celebrate 75 years of love shared around the globe, we are knitting hearts to be displayed in 

our churchyard.  People will be able to take a heart home for a donation to Christian Aid.  Can 

you knit some hearts?  For more information, contact Kate or Ann Pipe. 

Afternoon Teas 

Ann and Les Pipe are hosting covid-safe Afternoon Teas on Thursday 13th and Saturday 

15th May at 2pm. Guests are invited to make a donation to Christian Aid.  To book a place, 

please contact Ann on: 07752 740642  

Christian Aid Quiz 

Colin and Jane Udall are hosting a quiz in aid of Christian Aid on Saturday 15th May via Zoom.  

Watch the weekly email or Facebook page for more information! 

After Church Cake Sale 

After church on 9th and 16th May, we will have some baking to buy to raise funds for Christian 

Aid.  If you would be happy to bake some biscuits or cake, let Jane Udall know. 

Christian Aid Service 

We will celebrate the end of Christian Aid Week at our 10am service on 16th May, which you can 

join online, by phone or in the building! 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

Sponge Puddings Tinned spaghetti/hoops Small jars of 
coffee Tinned custard Cereals Tinned Fruit Tinned Fish 
Tea Bags (40’s) Crisps Biscuits Fruit Juice Squash Dog/cat 
food, toiletries, toilet roll. 

Food can be donated at Sainsburys, ASDA or Co-Op 

(Attleborough) or during Foodbank sessions in church 

on Tuesday and Fridays 10.30am-noon. 

The Abbey Theatre has been closed since 

March 2020, but we’ve not been idle.  As well as 

preparing for a limited reopening from 17
th
 May 

we have developed an exciting new outdoor per-

formance space, the Courtyard – right next door 

to the theatre.  This is a small venue with capaci-

ty of just over 40 – stage, bar, table seating – 

and patio heaters!  We’re opening on 21
st
 May 

with a performance of Kes by Sudden Impulse 

(tickets from suddenimplse.co.uk), followed by 

two folk music performances and a comedian in 

June and July (Daisybell and The Paper Circus 

on 6
th
 June, Winter Wilson on 11

th
 July and Josh 

Pugh on 1
st
 July (tickets from ticketsource.co.uk/

abbeytheatre).  If you fancy some relaxed, out-

door entertainment please come along. 
David Griffith  

Staying in Touch at St Pauls… 

Vicar: Kate Massey 02476 372089  

revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Curate: Jo Joyce 07588 576351  

revjoannajoyce@outlook.com 

Parish Office: 02476 325359  

stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.com 

New Developments at 

The Abbey Theatre! 

Having had plans for Lent and Easter 2020 so rudely interrupted the Worship and Spirituality 

Group thought long and hard about what and how to plan for Lent 2021. 

We chose to work from John Alan Davis’s book ‘The Poet’s Gospel’ – a re-writing of the story in 

blank verse and poetry drawing from, and combining the content of all four gospels. Alongside the 

complete book of twenty-three sections came a Lenten study selection of pieces each with intro-

ductory comments and questions to consider for the five weeks of Lent and a sixth part designed 

to cover each day of Holy Week. Each section was offered as a spoken narrative sound recording 

too. We thought this re-reading of the stories and events of Christ’s ministry would give us oppor-

tunity to consider who Jesus was and what he did, what we believe and why, and how we can live 

out that gospel in our own lives and in the life of the church. 

I thoroughly enjoyed it. I bought the book and read all the sections in between those that were 

chosen for Lent. I found it refreshing, a new take on the familiar stories. I listened to each reading 

– usually twice - and joined the Zoom discission group. The nightly reflections for Holy Week were 

beautifully done with carefully selected images used to enhance the narrative. 

Lent is a special time in the Christian calendar, a time for building up our faith, for considering our 

response to Easter. As the Worship and Spirituality Group begin to think ahead to next year, we 

would like to hear from you. What would you like to explore next Lent? Do you have any ideas, 

favourite authors, special books? We’d appreciate your thoughts.  

Susan West for the Worship and Spirituality Group 

Reflections on Lent and Holy Week at St Paul’s Church 


