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Views from the Vicarage... 

This limerick, spotted in a church in Avesbury, made me chuckle:: 

Some folk are feeling quite chipper 
About hugging their friends or the vicar 
While covid remains 
From group hugs please refrain 
Share the peace with a wave—it’s much quicker! 

Thank goodness for a sense of humour—and especially the good 
humour of the congregation of St Paul’s over this past 18 months!   

We are going to trespass on your goodwill a little longer as, while 
covid precautions are no longer mandatory, the local covid rates are 
so high that we don’t feel we can go back to normal quite yet.  I do 
promise you that the churchwardens, PCC, Jo and I are keeping 
things under regular review and will get St Paul’s back to its usual 
lively, welcoming self as soon as it is safe to do so. 

We also have to recognise that some people will take longer than 
others to feel comfortable with the journey towards normality than 
others.  And they might have very good reasons for that.  They might 
be clinically extremely vulnerable, or care for someone who is.  They 
might work in a higher risk environment like a school and worry about 
passing germs on.  So if people continue to keep their distance, wear 
a mask or refrain from receiving communion long after you have 
gone back to usual, please be understanding.  And if you are 
someone who needs an extra level of caution to feel able to come to 
church, please know that we love you and support you completely! 

St Paul writing to the church in Rome, writes to a community who 
couldn’t agree on all sorts of things like what they were supposed to 
eat and how they should celebrate festivals.  Paul says that they 
shouldn’t judge one another, for each person was a servant of God 
and doing their best.  How they treated one another was more 
important than getting every detail right. He concludes: “So then, let 
us aim for harmony in the church and try to build one another up”. 

In the coming months, there will be all sorts of different views on what 
is safe and reasonable.  The PCC, wardens and myself will do our 
best to listen and ensure we are taking appropriate measures to both 
enable our worship and reduce the risks as we do so.  But I 
encourage you to continue loving and supporting one another as your 
have been doing throughout the pandemic.  As Jesus said, the world 
shall know we are his disciples by our love. 

Blessings, Kate 

Upcoming Services 

At St Paul’s 

֍ 

In-building Services 

Sunday 10am 

Holy Communion 

Wednesday 10am 

Holy Communion 

֍ 

Online-only Services 

Sunday 8pm 

Night Prayer 

This can be found on our 

Facebook page: 

Facebook.com/

stpaulsstockingford 

֍ 

There will be no online 

Sunday services during 

August to give our tech 

team a much needed 

break! 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

It was such a joy to welcome the Year 6s 

from St Paul's School for a Leavers Service. 

We thought about Jesus being with us in all the 

challenges of life, shining as stars as we take 

all our gifts, skills and values with us to new 

schools and finished with this blessing: 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you 

Wherever he may send you. 

May he guide you through the wilderness 

Protect you through the storms 

May he bring you home rejoicing 

At the wonders he has shown you 

May he bring you home rejoicing 

Once again into our doors.  

Year 6 Leavers Service 2021 

Outdoor Holiday 

Club  Servvice 

29th August 

10am 

 

News from Jo! 

I am delighted to announce that I have been appointed as the next Vicar of St  

Andrew’s Eastern Green, Coventry. We have yet to confirm details of the licensing service, 

but will let you know as soon as they become available.  I have loved my time at St Pauls’s 

and would like to thank everyone for making me so welcome, please do pray for me as 

I begin to prepare to move to St Andrew’s  



The Congregation Contributes… 
If you would like to share an article on a hobby, an experience, a book or film you have enjoyed or 

just some musings on the state of the universe, please send it to Rev Kate Massey. 

News and Upcoming Events... 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

SQUASH, SPONGE PUDDINGS, SMALL JARS OF COFFEE, 
TINNED CUSTARD, TINNED FRUIT, TINNED FISH, CRISPS, 
BISCUITS, DOG/CAT FOOD, TOILET ROLLS, MALE AND 
FEMALE DEODORANT, SHAVING GEL/FOAM, 
TOOTHPASTE, SHOWER GEL, SHAMPOO, WASHING-UP 
LIQUID, WASHING POWDER. 

Food can be donated in church when open. 

Staying in Touch at St Pauls… 

Vicar: Kate Massey 02476 372089  

revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Curate: Jo Joyce 07588 576351  

revjoannajoyce@outlook.com 

Parish Office: 02476 325359  

stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.com 

Some Summer Changes at St Paul’s 

We will not be live-streaming Sunday worship during August to give our technical team a much 

needed break.   

From September, we will be restarting our 8am Sunday Service and this will be livestreamed 

and available afterwards on our Facebook page. 

We are cautiously and carefully reducing our Covid restrictions, so in the coming weeks, we 
will: 
• remove the upper limit for people attending worship  
• stop asking people to book their place for the 10am service  
• replace all the seats in church  
• keep the rows of seats 1m+ apart  
• encourage people to sit at opposite ends of rows or in different rows (unless they are happy 

to sit together)  
• continue to encourage people to wear mask in the building (as it is an enclosed place with a 

high number of people) 
• continue to sing outside at the end of the 10am service for now  
• continue to offer communion in one kind (e.g. the bread) for now  
• continue to encourage people to use hand sanitiser 
• continue to ensure good ventilation in services 

Grand Total: 

£2010 
Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to our Summer Gala.  It was a 

smaller event this year, with fewer stalls and no entertainment, as we tried to 

balance having a joyful community event and having a covid-safe community 

event!  However, due to the hard work of the organizers and the generosity of 

congregation and community, we raised over £2000 for church funds and more 

importantly, had a wonderful afternoon together.  Thank you to everyone in-

volved, especially the Social Committee! 

Summer Gala 

Home Communion 

We are looking to restart regular home communions for 

members of the congregation who cannot come to a 

communion service in church.  This may be because you 

struggle to travel to church, or because you are clinically 

extremely vulnerable to covid and are currently avoiding 

public worship.  If you would like a home communion visit, 

approximately monthly, please contact Kate (details below).  

If you would be interested in being part of a team of people 

who take home communion to members of the 

congregation, again please contact Kate. 


