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Views from the Vicarage… 

Last Sunday, I had the incredible privilege of being collated as an 

Honorary Canon at Coventry Cathedral. What does this mean? Well, it 

means that I am now part of a group (the College of Canons) who advise 

and support the cathedral in its ministry, strengthening links with the wider 

diocese, community and world. In practical terms, it means I get a lovely 

“crushed mushroom” preaching scarf, my own seat in the choir stalls and if 

you want to be formal, you can call me Canon Kate! 

It was an easy decision to make when asked if I would take on this role. 

Coventry Cathedral is a special place for me, not only because it was 

where I was ordained, but because of its unique story. In our increasingly 

divided world, the Cathedral’s message of hope and reconciliation is more 

needed than ever. In the middle of bitter conflict, we need people who—

like Provost Howard in the weeks after the devastating Coventry Blitz — 

dare to dream of a kinder, more Christ-like world, and who help others to 

work towards that dream too. 

Reconciliation is not easy. John Paul Lederach, who trains people in 

Christian reconciliation, says that you have only ever truly become 

engaged in reconciliation when your own side calls you a traitor. It takes 

courage to step over entrenched dividing lines with curiosity and openness 

to learn.  

Reconciliation is also messy. Many who work in this field quote Psalm 

85:10: Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have 

kissed. Reconciliation requires enough mercy that truth can be faced, 

enough justice or righteousness that peace is possible. It is far from easy 

to get that balance right. 

But reconciliation is a Christian calling. 

Coventry’s story of reconciliation points us to 

the story of Easter.  It is a lived example of 

how, with the inspiration and strength of God, 

the death and division of war was not the end of 

the story. Where God is at work, love wins—

always. 

Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be 

called children of God. 

As God’s children, may we dream of and work for 

reconciliation in our world. May God inspire 

and equip us for this task.  

Kate 

 

May Services 

At St Paul’s 

† 

Every Sunday 

8am Holy 

Communion 

10am Holy 

Communion 

† 

Every Wednesday 

EXCEPT 18th May 

10am Holy 

Communion 

† 

Tuesday 10th May 

11.30am Lunch 

Club Holy 

Communion 

† 

Thursday 26th May 

7.30pm Ascension 

Day Service 

† 

 

Please note that 

our 10am service 

on 15th May is 

followed by our 

Annual Meeting. 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

Support for Ukraine 

Over the past weeks, the congregation 

have been supporting Ukraine in different 

ways.  John and Sue Cutts held 

fundraising lunches, the PCC voted to 

make a donation from church funds and 

each week people have been donating 

their own money online and on to the 

collection plate.  Not counting the online 

donations, we have raised £2200 and 

donations are still coming in.  Thank you so 

much for your generosity which will help 

real people in a time of desperate need. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Easter was celebrated with our customary  

chaotic joy. There was an Easter Egg 

Hunt organised by Niamh Spiers, beautiful 

Easter flowers arranged by Jo, Mary and 

Helen and a lively service led by Rev’d 

Claire Maxim.  We are still finding bits of 

confetti from the confetti cannon!  Thank 

you to everyone who worked so hard to 

make our Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

observances so meaningful. 

New Friends and Old… 

During Kate’s sabbatical, a number of different clergy 

helped cover services: Sunday and midweek services, 

plus weddings, funerals and baptisms.  It was a 

chance to make some new friends as well as welcome 

back some old ones.  Long-standing supporter of our 

congregation, Martin Butt, returned, as did Jo Joyce, 

who was - until recently - our curate.  Finally, Mike 

Stewart returned and, in taking a baptism, wedding, 

memorial service and communion services, collected a 

full set of services!  Here’s a photo of him baptising his 

nephew, Arthur. 



Sabbatical Tales... News and Upcoming Events... 

Christian Aid Week 2022 

The situation in Ukraine and rising costs of food and fuel in this country make it hard to think 

about other situations of need.  However, our neighbours in poorer countries around the world 

need our help more than ever.  They have been hit hard by rising food and fuel costs, too, in 

addition to the effects of covid and the ongoing impact of the climate crisis.  So, if you can, please 

do support our Christian Aid Week appeal, and hopefully have fun too! 

Sunday 15th May: Cake Sale after the 10am Service 

Buy some cake to sustain you during the Annual Meeting or take some home to share with 

friends and family.  If you would like to help, please speak to Anne Murray or Jane Udall. 

Wednesday 18th May and Sunday 22nd May: Afternoon Tea at the Pipes 

Come and enjoy a lovely afternoon tea with Ann and Les Pipe.  Book in by putting your name on 

one of the lists in the Parish Centre.  No charge, but donations welcome.  Both afternoon teas 

start at 2.30pm. 

Friday 20th May: Christian Aid Week Coffee Morning 

Our usual Friday coffee morning will be a special one in aid of Christian Aid.  Do come along and 

bring friends if you can!  The coffee morning is from 10.30am-11.30am. 

Saturday 21st May: Christian Aid Quiz 

Starting at 7.30pm in church, this lively quiz will be fun for all.  Suggested teams of 4-6 (if you 

don’t have a team and want to join in, we can help you find one). £3 entry.  Bring your own drinks 

and snacks.  There will be tea, coffee and cakes for sale at the interval. 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

PASTA SAUCE, TINNED SPAGHETTI /LOOPS, 
CUSTARD - TINS OR CARTONS, RICE PUDDING, 
TINNED FRUIT, COFFEE, TINNED POTATOES, 
PUDDINGS, CEREALS, SQUASH, FRUIT JUICE, 
TINNED FISH, TINNED TOMATOES, TINNED 
CARROTS, CRISPS, DOG FOOD, TOILET ROLLS, 
SHAMPOO, WASHING-UP LIQUID, WASHING 
POWDER, NAPPIES SIZE 5+6, SHAVING FOAM/GEL 

I had so many plans for my sabbatical.  I was going to declutter and decorate my study, read a 

mountain of worthy theological tomes, learn to play the harp, submit a PhD proposal and go and 

explore Iceland.  In my spare time, I was going to recover from Long Covid and lose two stone.  I 

did none of those things, however I did do what it turned out that I needed to do which was rest my 

body, mind and soul, reconnect with God, friends and family and rediscover my creative side. 

So how did I do that?  Well, one of the jokes of my sabbatical was that Luna (my labradoodle) was 

in charge.  Luna believes strongly in walks in the fresh air and frequent naps, so I followed her 

excellent example.  Leisurely walks watching Spring emerge were very good for the soul, and even 

in Whittleford park there was much to see and admire.  One morning early in my sabbatical, I was 

plodding along the river there, enjoying the late winter sun on my face, and suddenly felt like I 

ought to be doing something holy, so I started telling God why this walk was a bit like praying.  I am 

sure God replied “Be quiet, Kate, and just enjoy it!” 

However, I did make space for prayer and time with God.  In February, I went to a retreat house at 

Sheldon in Devon.  It was a cosy welcoming bolthole with grounds to explore and chapels to pray 

in and a gorgeously equipped art room where I taught myself to linoprint.  Towards the end of my 

sabbatical, I went to Bury St Edmunds for Holy Week, where it was a profoundly beautiful 

experience to travel through that precious time with the congregation at St Edmundsbury 

Cathedral.  In between times, I enjoyed going to services at different churches and being part of 

the congregation. 

I made the most of my weekends.  One weekend, I went to Scotland and went on a Spa Day with 

my sister!  Another weekend, Liam and I went tramping around the wilds of Derbyshire.  I visited 

friends who live too far away to see often and then (possibly the highlight of the whole three 

months) Anna and I went to Paris!  I had wanted to visit Paris for 34 years and to actually go there 

was such a delight.  We made it to the top of the Eiffel Tower, went on a boat trip down the Seine, 

visited the Arc de Triomphe and explored Montmatre. 

Finally, I enjoyed being a Mum.  The first fortnight of my 

sabbatical seemed to be mainly driving practice as Erin 

prepared for (and passed!) her driving test. 

All in all, if there was a word to sum up my sabbatical, it would 

be “savour”.  I felt like I learned to enjoy the life God has given 

me in a new way - the big things and the small.  I may not 

have journeyed to the Holy Land, but I have rediscovered the 

holy in the everyday life around me.  That feels like a good 

thing to have done. 

I am so grateful to you all for your support in enabling me to 

take this time away.  I return to St Paul’s excited about the 

future and all that we will do together with God’s help. 

Staying in Touch at St Pauls… 

 

Vicar: Kate Massey 02476 372089  

revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Parish Office: 02476 325359  

stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.com 

Men’s Group Madness at the Music Museum! 

In March, the Men’s Group (with a few interlopers) paid a 

visit to the Coventry Music Museum.  As the photo shows, 

a wonderful time was had by all.  If you are interested in 

joining the next Men’s Group event, peak to Paul West 

(third from right!)  You will be made very welcome.  Not all 

their events are as culturally highbrow and serious as this 

one (Joking—Editor) but all are  friendly and fun. 


