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Views from the Vicarage… 

In light of this month’s Jubilee Celebrations, I am going to let 

Her Majesty, the Supreme Governor of the Church of England,  

take this slot.  Here are some of the things she has said about 

the faith we share.  How might they inspire you? 

“I know just how much I rely on my own faith to guide me 

through the good times and the bad.” 

“The parable of the Good Samaritan, when Jesus answers the 

question, 'Who is my neighbour?' …. is a timeless story of a 

victim of a mugging who was ignored by his own countrymen but 

helped by a foreigner – and a despised foreigner at that. The 

implication drawn by Jesus is clear. Everyone is our neighbour, 

no matter what race, creed or colour.”  

"I have been — and remain — very grateful to you for your 

prayers and to God for his steadfast love,”  

“‘Christ was born to bring peace and tolerance to a troubled 

world’ Christ's unchanging message was not one of revenge or 

violence but simply that we should love one another.” 

“Reflection, meditation and prayer help us to renew ourselves in 

God's love, as we strive daily to become better people.” 

“To many of us our beliefs are of fundamental importance. For 

me the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability 

before God provide a framework in which I try to lead my life.”  

“Pray for me … that God may give me wisdom and strength to 

carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may 

faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my life.” 

“I hope that, like me, you will be comforted by the example of 

Jesus of Nazareth who, often in circumstances of great adversity, 

managed to live an outgoing, unselfish and sacrificial life …”  

“He makes it clear that genuine human happiness and 

satisfaction lie more in giving than receiving; more in serving 

than in being served.”  

“Billions of people now follow Christ’s teaching and find in him 

the guiding light for their lives. I am one of them because 

Christ’s example helps me see the value of doing small things 

with great love.” 

Blessings, 

Kate 

June Services 

At St Paul’s 

† 

Every Sunday 

8am Holy 

Communion 

10am Holy 

Communion 

† 

Every Wednesday 

EXCEPT 8th June 

10am Holy 

Communion 

† 

Tuesday 7th June 

11.30am Lunch 

Club Holy 

Communion 

† 

 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

Christian Aid Week 

Through cake sales, a coffee morning, 

scrummy afternoon teas and a hotly 

contested quiz—as well as the generous 

giving of the congregation—we raised an 

magnificent £1500 for Christian Aid Week 

(not counting gift aid!)  Thank you to 

everyone who organised and supported 

various events as well as everyone who 

donated.  Your donations make a real 

difference to our neighbours across the 

world who face the combined challenges 

of climate change, a pandemic and rising 

food and fuel costs.  Thank you! 

SPOGs Sponsored Walk 

Our intrepid SPOGs (St Paul’s Older 

Group) youth group with their dedicated 

leaders completed a sponsored walk on 

Saturday 14th May.  Their challenge was 

to walk from Coventry Cathedral to St 

Paul’s Church—the length of a half 

marathon!  The young people were 

brilliant and there were no moans (well, 

until the last hour when hot blistered feet 

began to ache). The money raised will 

help pay for a weekend away in July. 

 

Coronation Prayer of 

Thanksgiving 

Lord of our lives  

and Father of all, 

let our thanksgiving  

prove itself in service 

to you and to our Queen,  

our country and one 

another, 

for your Name’s sake. 

Amen. 

A Royal Visitor! 

While Her Majesty might be rather busy at national Platinum 

Jubilee events, we managed to obtain a stand-in to join us 

for our own celebrations.  At the time of writing our Platinum 

Jubilee plans include a Corgi Jubilee Trail round the church-

yard for local families to enjoy, an all-age Pentecost Service 

including thanksgiving for the Queen’s Jubilee and a com-

munity picnic with a variety of outdoor activities.  All we 

need is for the rain to stay away (or we will simply transfer 

the fun indoors!!!) 



Buildings and Finance Focus News and Upcoming Events... 

Annual Meeting 

On 15th May, after the 10am service, we had our Annual Church Parochial Meeting—or APCM 

for short!  This brief but important meeting does a number of things:   

It is chance to share what we have been doing with the time, gifts, finances and 

people that God has entrusted to us.  As a charity, it is important we are 

transparent and accountable and that people can trust us to be good stewards of 

all we are given.  Our accounts were presented—and thanks must go to Gary, 

our treasurer for his careful management of our funds during an unpredictable 

couple of pandemic years.  The reports submitted by the different groups in the 

church were an inspiring read as they chronicled all we did to serve our 

congregation and community during 2021.  We also had a report from our 

Parish Safeguarding Officer, Ann Pipe.  This is an important addition to these 

meetings—keeping one another safe and building a healthy safe culture is of 

vital importance to anything we do. 

The APCM is also a time when people are elected as 

churchwardens, Deanery Synod reps and Parochial Church 

Council (PCC) members.  Churchwardens stand for one year 

and can be re-elected for up to six years.  PCC members and Deanery Synod 

reps are elected for three years and can be re-elected for as long as they are 

willing to stand!   

This year, Anne Murray stepped down as a PCC member after more years than 

she cares to remember, most of which she spent as PCC secretary.  We are so grateful to her for 

her faithfulness and good humour.  Andrew Godfrey also finished his six years as churchwarden, 

and again we are incredibly grateful for his wise and committed 

leadership over this time.  Nigel Blease was elected as a new 

churchwarden alongside Susan West.  Andrew will officially hand 

over toe Nigel at the Archdeacon’s Visitation Service at All Saints 

Bedworth on Tuesday 5th July at 7.30pm—do come along and 

support our churchwardens, old and new, if you can! 

 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

PASTA SAUCE, TINNED SPAGHETTI /LOOPS, 
CUSTARD - TINS OR CARTONS, RICE PUDDING, 
TINNED FRUIT, COFFEE, TINNED POTATOES, 
PUDDINGS, CEREALS, SQUASH, FRUIT JUICE, 
TINNED FISH, TINNED TOMATOES, TINNED 
CARROTS, CRISPS, DOG FOOD, TOILET ROLLS, 
SHAMPOO, WASHING-UP LIQUID, WASHING 
POWDER, NAPPIES SIZE 5+6, SHAVING FOAM/GEL 

At St Paul’s Church, we have a number of subcommittees of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

who undertake some of the day to day running of our busy local church.  One group which works 

very much behind the scenes is our Buildings and Finance subcommittee.  It is chaired by Les Pipe 

and other members include Paul West, Gary King, David Griffith, Jane Udall, Ray Bone, Andrew 

Godfrey, Terry Ray and the Vicar.  It is very much a “does what it says on the tin” group, as they 

oversee the good management of our buildings and finances e.g. manage our money, enable 

church giving, keep the buildings in good order and undertake some works in the churchyard*.  

Supported by a small group of maintenance volunteers, they put in an incredible amount of effort to 

ensure we have the resources we need to serve God and our community. 

Every five years, we are required to get an approved church architect to come and inspect our 

building and the architect will draw up a list of repairs we need to do.  The list is inevitably lengthy, 

and the Buildings and Finance committee steadily work their way through this list, finding 

contractors and fulfilling the necessary paperwork for some jobs, finding time, equipment and 

volunteers for others.  Our most recent inspection (which is formally known as a “Quinnquennial”) 

was last year, so there is a fresh list to tackle and that forms much of the committee’s current work. 

However, the committee also identify smaller jobs which need doing.  In the coming weeks, a 

couple of members are going to get the high ladders out and clean the parts of the church which 

are not normally reachable!  Les Pipe has been repairing quite a number of church chairs, which 

after a decade of being moved at least twice a week were becoming rather wobbly.  And over a 

few months, a group have been meeting on some Saturday mornings to tidy and improve the area 

around our Memorial Garden.  This has involved removing tonnes of old garden waste from the 

adjacent corner of the churchyard and trimming back some shrubs, brambles and other 

undergrowth.  They hope to plant some new shrubs and bulbs in that corner to keep it attractive 

and colourful throughout the year, and perhaps to put a bench there.  (If you would be interested in 

supporting them in doing this, speak to Nigel Blease or Liam Massey.)  The committee are also 

exploring ways the church can become more eco-friendly as the Church of England seeks to 

become carbon neutral by 2030. 

To support the costs of maintaining our church, we have a Tenner Club.  Each month people give 

a donation (amount depending on their circumstances) and once a month, they might win a prize.  

The money raised goes towards repairs and renovations.  If you would like to join, chat to Paul 

West. 

* We have a “closed” churchyard which means that the council is responsible for maintenance but we can carry out 

improvements if we choose to do so. Staying in Touch at St Pauls… 

 

Vicar: Kate Massey 02476 372089  

revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Parish Office: 02476 325359  

stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.com 

Gary King 

Andrew Godfrey 

Anne Murray 

Nigel and Deb Susan 

There is some important maintenance work that needs done in the church - could you help? Or 
do you know someone who would be willing to help?  If so, please speak to Les Pipe. 

13th June: The task will be prepping and priming the external church doors 

18th June 9-11am: The task will be tidying the churchyard  (Bacon butties provided!) 

13th July: The task will be painting the lower church walls 

23rd July: The task will be prepping, priming and painting external church windowsills 


