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Views from the Vicarage… 

The world is full of big and scary things at the moment. At the end of 

school service for St Paul’s this summer, I asked the children to name 

some of the problems we all face. They came up with quite a daunting 

list: war, climate change, pollution, cost of living crisis, homelessness, 

bullying… At our church school, we encourage the children to shine like 

stars in the world, but it can sometimes be hard to see how our little bit 

of light can make a difference in the face of such darkness. 

However, I shared with them a poem which a friend had shared with 

me. It is written by the poet Maryam Kazmi: 

One song can spark a moment 

One flower can wake a dream 

One tree can start a forest 

One bird can herald spring 

One smile begins friendship 

One handclap lifts a soul 

One star can guide a ship at the sea 

One vote can change a nation 

One sunbeam lights a room 

One candle wipes all the darkness 

One laugh will conquer gloom 

One step must start each journey 

One word must start each prayer 

One hope will raise our spirits 

One touch can show you care 

One voice can speak with wisdom 

One heart can know what’s true 

One life can make a difference 

You see it’s up to you.  

We believe in a God who works through little acts of faithfulness as well 

as mighty works. Psalm 33v5 says “The earth is full of the loving-

kindness of the Lord”. May we always do our part to share God’s love 

and kindness wherever we go. As Desmond Tutu once said Do your 

little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put together 

that overwhelm the world. In Christ’s name and by the Spirit’s power, 

so let it be! 

Blessings, 

Kate 

Aug-Sept 

Services 

At St Paul’s 

† 

Every Sunday 

EXCEPT  7th Aug 

8am Holy 

Communion 

† 

Every Sunday 

10am Holy 

Communion 

† 

Every Wednesday 

EXCEPT 3rd and 

24th Aug 

10am Holy 

Communion 

† 

Tuesday 6th Sept 

11.30am Lunch 

Club Holy 

Communion 

† 

Sun 25th Sept 

4pm  Our first ever 

C.A.K.E. Service 

† 

 

Recent Events in the Life of St Paul’s Church 

Summer Gala! 

In spite of all manner of adversity (half our 

stallholders had covid and then there was a 

heatwave), the Summer Gala 2022 went 

ahead. There was lower attendance than in 

previous years, but it was a very enjoyable 

community event and raised an excellent 

£1764 for church funds.  Huge thanks to 

everyone who contributed to the success of the 

day! (And thank you to Edward Soo for the 

wonderful photos.) 

Men’s Group BBQ 

The Men’s Group Barbecue was 

a great success.  Thank you 

Ben Pipe for organising it! 

 

Lunch Club Jubilee 

Lunch Club celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and 

the Pettifor’s Sapphire Wedding Anniversary with a rather 

fabulous cake (courtesy of Sue Cutts) and some wine 

(courtesy of John and Shirley). 



New Adventures at St Paul’s... News and Upcoming Events... 

 

FOODBANK ITEMS NEEDED THIS MONTH 

Foodbank has been really busy in recent weeks 

and donations have fallen, so they are in real 

need of donations. If you are able to help, they 

need: 

PASTA SAUCE, TINNED SPAGHETTI /LOOPS, 
CUSTARD - TINS OR CARTONS, RICE PUDDING, 
TINNED FRUIT, COFFEE, TINNED POTATOES, 
PUDDINGS, CEREALS, SQUASH, FRUIT JUICE, 
TINNED FISH, TINNED TOMATOES, TINNED 
CARROTS, CRISPS, DOG FOOD, TOILET ROLLS, 
SHAMPOO, WASHING-UP LIQUID, WASHING 
POWDER, NAPPIES SIZE 5+6, SHAVING FOAM/GEL 

 

Staying in Touch at St Pauls 

Vicar: Kate Massey 02476 372089  

revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Parish Office: 02476 325359  

stpaulsstockingford@hotmail.com 

Gary King 

Andrew Godfrey 

Anne Murray 

Susan 

Diary of a Disciple Holiday Club 

23rd-25th August 

After a two-year break, our in person Holiday Club is Back!  This 

year, we are making a few changes. It will be Messy Church style, 

so the children will come with their parents/carers.  It is also three 

mornings (Tues-Thurs).  But what hasn’t changed is the fun, faith 

and friendships which make our Holiday Clubs so special.  If you 

know a family who would enjoy this, please do encourage them to 

book as soon as possible via the link on our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/stpaulsstockingford. It would be great if you 

could be praying for Holiday Club as it is happening too. 

A New Service at St Paul’s! 

For a number of years, we have been thinking about starting 

an afternoon service at St Paul’s. Unfortunately, just as we 

were about to put plans into action, a pandemic happened! 

So—finally—we are delighted to launch C.A.K..E. (Church 

for Adults, Kids and Everyone) on 25th September. CAKE 

will be every fortnight at 4pm, and is a 45 minute service 

suitable for people of all ages. And afterwards, those who 

wish to can stay for refreshments (which, of course, will 

include CAKE.)   

CAKE is not replacing Messy Church, which will still be 

happening termly. If you would like to find out more about 

Messy Church or CAKE, please speak to Kate or Lesley. Do 

please pray for both services and all who attend! 

Cosy Community 

With the cost of living crisis, this winter will be a tough one for 

many in our community. We have a warm building and would 

love it to be open for people to use when heating their own 

homes is a struggle. However, we realize that the 

congregation is already very busy, so we are appealing to the 

local community to help us work out how we might run this. If 

you have friends, family or neighbours that you think might be 

interested in a project like this (perhaps they could volunteer to 

serve coffees a few hours a month, or run an activity group or 

help us fundraise) please let them know. Our first “Cosy 

Community Chat” to discuss ideas is on Tuesday 16th August 

at 2pm in the Parish Centre. Or they can email me on 

revkatemassey@gmail.com 

Ponderings and Prayers 

Do you ever wish you could chew over the readings or 

sermon with others? Why not come along to this new 

group held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in the parish 

centre at 7.30pm. Starting with a cuppa, we will think 

about some passages from the Bible and end with 

some quiet reflection before finishing by 9pm. For more 

information, speak to Susan West. 

Dates for your Diary! 

For those of you who like to be organised, here 

are the dates of upcoming events at St Paul’s: 

• 8/9th October: Harvest Weekend 

• 19th November: Christmas Bazaar 

• 3rd December: Advent Quiet Morning 

• 9th December: Bedworth Brass 

• 18th December: Carol Service 

More dates and information to follow, so keep an eye on the pewsheet and future newsletters! 

“People say, what is the sense of our small 

effort? They cannot see that we must lay one 

brick at a time, take one step at a time. A 

pebble cast into a pond causes ripples that 

spread in all directions. Each one of our 

thoughts, words and deeds is like that. No 

one has a right to sit down and feel hope-

less. There is too much work to do.”  

― Dorothy Day 


